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Fledgling Wings: Aviation Comes to
the Southwest, 1910-1930
ROGER D. LAUNIUS AND JESSIE L. EMBRY

Before 1910 most people had never seen an airplane, and those that had
were mostly incredulous. The fragile, eggshell-like flying machines that
passed for airplanes looked ridiculous at best. At worst they appeared
absolutely lethal. The January 1910 Los Angeles airshow changed perceptions dramatiCally. The southern California experience electrified
southwesterners and led to airshows in Phoenix, Santa Fe, Tucson, Douglas, Bisbee, Albuquerque, and other regional communities during 1910
and 1911. Prominent aviators from throughout the United States and Europe demonstrated firsthand that the newspaper reports had not been a
hoax and that people could fly. The airshows transformed an abstract
idea into a tangible reality and set the stage for significant developments in aviation throughout the Southwest. I
The airshows not only showed that flight was possible; because of
them local community and government leaders glimpsed something of
the tremendous economic potential of aviation. The sky was a new frontier. From airshows and barnstorming the aviation business developed
into airmail, passenger, and airport infrastructure. The air transport system opened the Southwest to access from the outside and contributed
to the poshWorld War II boom in the region. Aviation was good for the
Southwest because it helped cut distances; at the same time the Southwest was good for aviation because the vast expanses of open land,.
year-round flying weather, and enthusiastic supporters aided in airplane development. 2
Roger D. Launius is Chief Historian for NASA in Washington. D.C. Jessie L.
Embry is ·the Oral History Program Director at the Charles Redd Center for Western Studies at Brigham Young University.
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Los Angeles was the first city in the Southwest with "aviation fever." For the sponsoring Los Angeles Merchants' and Manufacturers'
Association, the 1910 airshow was another way to promote southern California. A member of the organization's aviation committee exclaimed, "In
every way I am sure this will be one of the biggest advertisements Los
Angeles has ever had." The Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce passed
a resolution declaring, "The holding of such an exhibition and contest
in Midwinter would bring Los Angeles and its vicinity into world wide
prominence. "3
The Aviation Week Executive Committee sweated over raising enough
money, providing an adequate airfield for the competitors and the spectators, and publicizing the event throughout the Southwest. By 3 January 1910, about a week before the show was to open, the committee was
optimistic that everything was going well. The secretary declared that at
least "110,000 visitors from outside points" would come from northern
California and other states such as Nevada, Utah, and Arizona. Committee members added two days later that "every one interested in the growth
and prosperity of Los Angeles should subscribe liberally towards the
aviation meet," and urged residents to "Boost for Los Angeles and make
this a stupendous success!"4
The aviation show began on 10 January 1910. For the next ten days
the Los Angeles Times, one of the sponsors, carried glowing reports.
Glenn H. Curtiss, an aeronautical engineer and American aviation pioneer, had "the first flight in the West." The Times correspondent eloquently (if perhaps over-) stated: "It marked an epoch in the affairs of
the West for a flight had never been made on the Coast, and native sons
were skeptical of its accomplishment until they actually set eyes on the
performance. "s
The first days of the airshow were only demonstrations. The Aviation Committee decided: "The novelty of seeing flying will be sufficient
to draw the crowds and ... it would be folly to put on races when the
exhibitions are what is wanted to educate the crowd to the possibilities
of the machines."6
From the beginning, Louis Paulhan, a Frenchman who later became
the first pilot to fly across the English Channel, was the darling of the
show. According to the Times, "The hero of the day was Paulhan, the
jaunty, nonchalant little French aviator! The others flew with a skill almost unbelievable, but little Paulhan had frolics in midair." The article
then compared the French aviator to "a carrier pigeon," "a restless chicken
hawk," and "a facetious falcon" that "mocked slow dirigibles in their
majestic flight."7
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Paulhan also won the hearts of the Los Angeles business community because he praised the area. For altitude and endurance flights, he
said, "I am forced to give the palm of aerial superiority to this beautiful
section of your country although I would not make such an assertion in
my native land."8
After the spectators viewed the first flights, the races began and
there were prizes for almost everything. On 13 January Curtiss won a
prize for speed, while Paulhan won for carrying a passenger. Another
pilot got points for taking off and landing within twenty-five feet. The
committee and audience praised each fIyer. For example, the newspaper
described Curtiss as "always businesslike and rarely spectacular, but
the observers seem to enjoy unlimited confidence in his performance
and express great delight when the American makes a good showing."9
By any standard the airshow was a success. Flyers from all over the
United States and Europe displayed their aircraft and performed aerobatics. "A week of aviation in Los Angeles has left half a million people
in and about the city 'up in the air'," reported the Times, embellishing
the show as "one of the greatest public events in the history of the
West."lo
Theairshow focused national attention on Los Angeles and set the
stage for a successful aviation promotional program to attract tourism,
business, and industry. Many of those attending the show saw the
Southwest's climate and terrain as ideal for aviation, agreeing with the
Times "that now the East will have to take second place, because of the
energy of citizens of Los Angeles." Community leaders in southern California boasted: "Los Angeles is destined to be the great aviation center
of the United States for two reasons-its climate and its all-year-round
adaptability for flights." II
By the end of January 1910, the Los Angeles airshow had sparked
duplication throughout the Southwest. The business, civic, and political leaders of other southwestern cities were not content to let Los
Angeles have all the glory. If airshows would bring the type of attention
that Los Angeles had received, other leaders wanted to host one, too.
During the show, community leaders campaigned to convince the leading aviators to corne to their cities.
Paulhan was the biggest prize because spectators felt his flights
were the-most daring. Both San Diego and San Francisco bid for him. On
12 January, official San Diego Day at the show, that city's mayor presented Paulhan with a "silver loving cup" for "the best performance" of
the day. At the same time San Diego officials then "extended the invitation to the daring aviator to bring his party to this city which shares
with Los Angeles the honor of breaking 'all of the climate records in the
world'."12
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However, when Paulhan elected to accept a lucrative guaranteed fee
from San Francisco's business community, San Diego looked for another
aviator. Trend setters induced Charles K. Hamilton to come, and the city
hurriedly laid out a landing strip. Grant Conrad, San Diego's mayor, published an open letter explaining that "a number ·of our public spirited
citizens" had made arrangements for Hamilton, "the daring aviator who
made many successful as well as spectacular flights at Los Angeles," to
come. The mayor then requested the business community to give their
employees a half-day holiday on Monday, 24 January, concluding, "Let
us all boost aviation." Hamilton's flights were successful, and the aviator declared after the show, "Rheims was beautiful, Los Angeles was
exquisite, San Diego is the ideal." 13
The pilots also enthralled Phoenix and Tucson leaders, who invited
the flyers to visit their skies. Phoenix was especially aggressive. Nat
Reiss, a local promoter, returned from Los Angeles gushing that after a
lifetime of experience in the amusement field he was sure the "flying
machine [was] the biggest, the best, the cleanest and most interesting
[form of entertainment] he had ever seen." According to Reiss, Phoenix
could host a terrific airshow for only $12,000. However, "the scheme
[was] ... all up in the air until some local committee [took] hold of it" and
tried to raise that much money. Reiss stressed: "The flying idea ... has
got the people going, and now is the time to strike." He added that in "a
year or two" flight might be commonplace, "but just now, the country is
aviation mad," concluding, "the advertisement [an airshow] would give
Phoenix to be the scene of the third aviation meeting in America [that]
would be incomparable and attract the attention of millions who never
yet have heard of the place." 14
After putting all of the pieces together, the local business community proudly announced, "Phoenix will 'aviate'." Curtiss, Hamilton, and
several other flyers would stop in Phoenix during their return to the
East. In a spasm of anticipation, a few local residents formed the Phoenix
Aero Club and developed the details for the show. K.L. Bernard, "professional instigator of high class sport and aviation impresario," explained that after the Associated Press announced the Phoenix air meet,
"hundreds of thousands" who had never heard of Phoenix would "look
it up now and see what manner of burg this is."1S
Phoenix not only sang its own praise but also stressed it was better
than any other location. In response to newspaper accounts in southern
Arizona that an aviation show would be held in Tucson or Douglas, the
Arizona Republican carefully explained that despite other reports Curtiss
was under contract with Bernard and would fly only in Phoenix. The
article continued, ironically, "This is said without acrimony'against Tucson, Douglas, or any other town, but Phoenix acted first, got the plum,
and will try to make the meeting the finest kind of a success. "16
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In the end Curtiss did not come to Arizona at all because he was in
New York fighting a court case served against him by the Wright brothers over patent infringement. But Hamilton and other aviators arrived on
schedule. Hamilton flew on the opening day of the show, II February
1910. The next day he set a record for the fastest flight of one mile and
then raced a Buick. The car was only able to go seven laps before it
broke down, but Hamilton continued to fly, dipping and then rising "as
suddenly as a chicken hawk changed its course in a farmyard."17
The Arizona Republican declared, "Veritably, astonishing and thrilling was the spectacles witnessed at the Territorial fair grounds." The car
was "faster than an express train;" the plane which was "slightly ahead
of the car" followed "the track with precision and soaring as an eagle."
Yet, the editorial continued, while such a show in France "would set the
people wild with enthusiasm, the great multitude of Arizonans" were the
typical "blase American crowd" with the attitude of "why shouldn't it
fly?" 18
Even so, local officials believed the airs how had been a huge success. "It is likely that no single event ever occurred that will give Phoenix as much advertising of a sort that can be secured by purchase as the
late aviation meet." The show not only put Phoenix "on the map" because of the publicity, but the "aviators now know that there is no place
in the world where an airship can light so safely ... Phoenix weather is
not treacherous."19
Tucson had an airshow just a week after Phoenix for the same promotional reasons. According to the Arizona Daily Star, the star of the
show was Hamilton who "ascended in one of the prettiest flights ever
seen in the west on 19 February." But the airshow was not nearly as
successful as the Phoenix one. Hamilton agreed to go to Tucson for
$2,000, much less than the $20,000 that Salt Lake City and Denver paid to
lure Paulhan to those cities. Yet only $1,616 was collected at the gate,
and the committee in charge had to absorb the remaining costs. Though
unsuccessful in yielding short-term profits, city promoters still believed
aviation held promise for the development of the area as a center of
aviation. They even tried to persuade firms to build aircraft plants in the
area, "thus giving the city prestige as an aeroplane manufacturing center and furnishing it with a prosperous industry."2o
Airshow fervor declined after 1910 in most other southwestern cities. While Los Angeles and San Diego continued to sponsor airshows
between 1910 and 1915, these two cities held different attitudes about
the value of the air meets. When the Los Angeles Aviation Committee
planned another airshow for December 1910, the Times explained, "There
has been little of the hubbub and commotion of last year when everything was new." A fundamental shift had begun, from one of airplanes
and flying as spectacle, to sport pursued by wealthy young men.
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Correspondent Harry C. Carr captured this shift in his Times story about
the second LA airshow, "Last year, the aviators were content merely to
fly, and we all thought that almost unbelievably wonderful," hecontinued ... "This year, they are 'acting up' ... Last year the airships were
driven by inventors-this year, by wild young sportsmen ... Last year
flying was leisurely and majestic and composed. This year it is vivid and
alarmi ng and as flying ought to be-young and reckless."21
Although the December 1910 airshow was much more a sporting event
than the earlier meet, it remained good public relations for the city. The
Times bragged that being able to fly in the dead of winter was an important regional advantage. "Nowhere else in the United States, and I may
say nowhere else in the world, can such conditions prevail and be pleasant for everyone. It will mean a tremendous impact, not only in aviation
in general but in southern California as the greatest place for flying in
the universe." During the next year, while the sport of flying was taking
hold in the Southwest, the region's leaders also comprehended some
practical uses of airplanes. For example, pilot Didier Masson flew the
Times from Los Angeles to San Bernardino. The trip was not completely
successful. Masson did not make an expected landing because he got
lost and ran out of gasoline. He set down fourteen miles beyond his
scheduled stop and broke his landing gear in the descent. After spending four hours togas and repair his airplane, Masson finally arrived in
San Bernardino with the newspapers, traveling at the amazing speed ofa
mile a minute. Still the Times proclaimed the significance of the event:
Is the flying machine merely a plaything, a sporting device, or has it
possibilities for commerce or war? It is probably a little early to anSwer
this question definitely, but the experiment of yesterday went a long
way towards it. Great things have small beginnings, and it may be that
a year will see mail carried between our great cities by aeroplanes. 22
Airmail did not start the next year, but when Los Angeles staged
another airshow in January 1912, flying was commonplace. While most
newspapers had reported the 1910 show on the front pages, all of the
news of the 1912 show appeared on the Times sports page. This indicated aviation's move from spectacle to a more routine place in the popular conceptions of Southwest residents.
At the same time, San Diego attempted to become a regional aviation center and impressed Glenn Curtiss with the flying possibilities
there. When two aviators died during an airshow in San Francisco in
December 1911, Curtiss, in San Diego working on flight experiments for
the Navy, explained that similar accidents would not happen there, adding, "Flying conditions are ideal at North Island. "23
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Curtiss moved parts of his aeroplane plant to North Island. With his
support, local boosters hoped the Army and Navy would also establish
an aviation installation in San Diego. In March 1911 the military established an aero national guard unit there. Later that year the Army announced an aviation school in San Diego. According to a report from
the president of the local aero club, "San Diego is to be the government
headquarters for aviation this winter and probably permanently. "24
Airshows became the "dream" of aviation in the Southwest. While
the shows started in Los Angeles, they were also held in other areas in
southern California and Arizona. While there were some practical applications, for the most part airshows billed flight as a spectator event and
as sport. But Southwest boosters saw publicity as an added benefit of
the airshows. As communities like Los Angeles, San Diego, Phoenix,
and Tucson hosted shows in the winter, city officials and community
leaders hoped other Americans would see the good weather and recognize the business and tourist benefits of the area.
While southern California attracted airshows and new business in
1910-1911, airplanes flying overhead was as close as aviation came to
the Southwest. This began to change when a series of transcontinental
flights thrilled the region's residents. For example, in the fall of 1911
Calbraith Perry Rodgers accepted a $50,000 challenge ~rom William
Randolph Hearst to be the first person to fly cross-country in less than
thirty days. The pilot had to complete the trip before 10 October 1911 or
the offer expired. On 17 September Rodgers left Sheepshead Bay, New
York, bound for Los Angeles. To finance the trip, Rodgers hadsecured
the backing of the Armour Meat Packing Co., which had diversified and
was promoting a new carbonated grape drink called Vin Fiz. In return for
naming his aircraft the "Vin Fiz" and hawking the drink wherever he
went, Rodgers received five dollars for every mile flown east of the
Mississippi, and four dollars for every mile flown west of the river. This
payment schedule said much about the lack of importance placed on the
Southwest by many American corporations of the era. With the sparseness of population in the region, Armour did not want to pay the same
rate since few people would see the "Vin Fiz. "25
Rodgers' transcontinental flight was a disaster from the start. It
took Rodgers twenty-one days-and three crashes-to reach Chicago,
signaling the hopelessness of claiming the Hearst prize. Still, he decided
to push on, telling reporters, "I am bound for Los Angeles and the Pacific Ocean." By 10 October he was only in Marshall, Missouri, and it
took him another three weeks to fly across Texas and New Mexico, and
to reach Tucson. It was not until 5 November that Rodgers finally landed
at Tournament Park in Pasadena, California. 26 There he had to be hospi-
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talized for a month. He was injured when his engine exploded just before
reaching the town. Finally, on 10 December 1911 he flew to Long Beach
and the Pacific Ocean.
At every stop in the Southwest-EI Paso, Texas~ Deming, and
Lordsburg, New Mexico; Tucson, Maricopa, Phoenix, Willcox and Stovall,
Arizona; and sev~ral towns in southern California-crowds turned out
to see Rodgers and his airplane. In all he had traveled 4,231 miles in
eighty-four days, an average of less that fifty-two miles per day, and
survived fifteen major accidents. Of his original Wright-EX plane, only
the rudder and a strut remained, everything else had been replaced. But
he had proven that transcontinental flight was possible. 27
Airshows and transcontinental flights attracted Southwest residents
to flight. But as in other endeavors, the federal government fostered the
development of aviation in the region. About the same time as these
first flights, the United States Army began to perceive, albeit reluctantly,
the significance of military aircraft to the conduct of warfare and directly invested in the Sunbelt area. 2.8 The vast expanses of open territory, the unique features of the western landscape, the aridity of the
region, and the relatively fine year-round flying weather made the Southwest attractive to Army aviators.
In August and September 1908 the Army tested a Wright Flyer at its
base at Fort Myer, Virginia. Based on the results, the military purchased
an aircraft and shipped it in early 1910 to Fort Sam Houston near San
Antonio. Year-round flying weather was better there than in the MidAtlantic region. Benjamin D. Foulois, the only officer in the Aeronautical Section at the time, had charge of this activity. His "simple" orders
read: "You are to evaluate the airplane. Just take plenty of spare partsand teach yourself to fly."29 Foulois's group arrived with a crated airplane in southwest Texas in February 1910. Foulois first flew over San
Antonio on 2 March, going aloft four times that day and finding flying
weather in Texas much more "humane" than in the East. He also established personal firsts: his first solo takeoff, his first solo landing, and
his first crackup.
With facilities and good flying conditions in the Southwest, the Army
expanded its aeronautical activities. Foulois proved to his immediate
superiors in the Southwest that aircraft had an important place in the
military. When skirmishes broke out along the Mexican border in 1911,
he flew a reconnaissance mission in support of American ground forces.
In the process he set a cross-country distance record of 106 miles on 3
March. 30
The first real test ofthe Army's aviation prowess came in the American Southwest. On 13 April 1915 two pilots took an eight-man ground
crew and one aircraft to Brownsville, Texas, to help ground troops in
patrolling the Mexican border. They flew for a week before wrecking the
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airplane, thus ending air support. It was an inauspicious beginning.
Later that same year the Army moved the 1st Aero Squadron from San
Diego to San Antonio to support the border patrols. The flyers carved
out part of Fort Sam Houston as the San Antonio Air Center. It still
operates as Kelly Air Force Base. 31
From San Antonio, the 1st Aero Squadron participated in the Pershing
Punitive Expedition against Pancho Villa. On 9 March 1916 Viila's forces
raided Columbus, New Mexico. The next day Brigadier General John J.
Pershing, commanding United States troops in the region, organized a
15,000 man force to capture Villa. The 1st Aero Squadron left San Antonio with eight aircraft on 13 March and reached Columbus in two days.
The pilots began flying reconnaissance missions on 16 March, however, aviators contributed little. The pilots' primitive equipment made
operating in the high mountains of northern Mexico difficult. On the
first sortie, for example, from Columbus to Casas Grande, Mexico, one
aircraft was forced to abort, one was. seriously damaged during an emergency night landing, and the other six landed to avoid night flying. By
the end of April 1916, when most air operations ended, all eight aircraft
were either worn out or seriously damaged in crashes. Foulois liked to
brag in later years that the unit's most successful activity took place on
a scouting mission when it found a lost and thirsty cavalry column. The
squadron remained in the field through August 1916, and made 540 flights
totaling 346 hours of reconnaissance and courier missions. 32
Other important operations took place later in the decade. In'1919
the Army began an aerial reconnaissance campaign on the Mexican border. On 1 July it created three surveillance squadrons and four bombardment squadrons at Kelly Field. It also constructed makeshift flying fields
throughout the. Southwest. Flying DH-4s, these Army units flew routine
missions along the border for the next two years, until they were withdrawn to take part in naval bombing tests off the Virginia coast in June
1921. They later returned to handle additional aerial observation as part
of the Mexican border patrol. 33
In addition, two important cross"-country flights pioneered air routes
throughout the Southwest. On 4 December 1918, Major Albert D. Smith
took offfrom San Diego's Rockwell Field, where the Army's flight school
was located, with five IN-4 aircraft to. map a route to EI Paso, Texas. He
completed that assignment and then received permission to extend the
flight to Jacksonville, Florida. His accomplishment was the first transcontinental mission of the Army Air Service. While Smith was still away,
a second transcontinental mission left Rockwell on 24 January 1919 and
flew "around-the-rim," a southerly route to Augusta, Maine, and then
back by a northern tier route, arriving in San Diego on 19 November
1919. 34
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These federally sponsored flights, like the airshows and the. early
transcontinental flights, convinced the American public of the thrill of
flight. Yet the military also showed aviation's practical aspects. While
all the flights were not successful, they showed that with improved equipment airplanes could help support a military operation. And the military
discovered that the Southwest was a perfect location to test and improve flying machines.
More than any other event-more than the airshows,
transcontinential flights, and the military experiments and flights-entrance into World War I in April'1917 showed residents of the Southwest, the United States, and the world something ofthe'possibilities of
aviation. The Southwest was not directly involved, but the regional newspapers covered the war, including airplane use.
For example, the Albuquerque Evening Herald's headlines included
"American Aviator Killed in France," "Italians Drop 9 Tons of Bombs on
Austrian Naval Base," and "Several German Cities Raided by French
Aviators."35 The Santa Fe New Mexican carried similar articles. Just the
headlines spoke volumes about how aviation was being used in the war.
Articles included "Aerial bombing has become an exact science," "Dashing work by Yank Aviators on West Front," "Bombs of Huge Size carried
by Yankee Aircraft in war," "New York Aviator Fools the Germans, makes
clever escape," and "Soldier at Camp Mills (NY) gets tragic foretaste of
war fought in air. "36
More important for the region, when the United States became embroiled in the war, it began to expand its aviation capability, as well as its
more orthodox military capacity, and thus several military flying fields
were established in the Southwest from California to Texas. By 1919, the
Army Air Service had established sixty-nine air fields in the United
States. Of these, nearly twenty were located in the Southwest. This was
true even though the war was being fought in Europe, and eastern bases
were better jumping off points to the combat theater. All of these bases
became part of a nationwide network of airways and landing fields which
permited rapid movement of units across the country for military purposes. Most, however, did not survive for v.ery long after World War I.
Only six were still in operation in 1939, and three of these were coastal
defense or logistics bases in California. Three more were in Texas, used
principally for training purposes. Instead, following demobilization and
the return to "normalcy" during the early 1920s, the Army Air Service
began to work with civilian leaders interested in aviation to develop
m~nicipal airports which could also serve as transit points for military
flights. 37
World War I also demonstrated the practical nature of aviation. The
war prompted a series oftechnological advances in airplanes themselves,
and almost as important it helped to shift the cultural landscape toward
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greater acceptance of their practical value. As a result, the small, fast,
maneuverable, and heavily-armed fighter emerged as a major component of the battlefield, while development of better airframes and engines made possible the construction of large bombers. These larger,
faster, and more reliable aircraft directly made possible the application
of aviation to air transport and other practical activities in the post-war
period. 38
American pilots returned from World War I thrilled with their flying
experiences. They were seduced by the lure of the airplane and refused
to stop flying after being mustered out of the service. But what were the
practical uses of airplanes? Some continued to see aviation as sport.
One military pilot, J. O. McDonaldson, who had shot down eight German
airplanes explained that after the war "automobiles and motor boats must
give way to the demands of the airplane for recognition ... for there is
no thrill of the races which we have become acquainted that would not
be duplicated with embellishment, in aeronautical contests."39
Many former military pilots saw aviation as sport and exhibition.
While southwesterners had read about flying during the war, still many
had not seen an airplane and very few had actually flown. Pilots purchased war surplus IN-4 "Jenny" or Standard biplanes and traveled
throughout tQe nation visiting county fairs and any other gatherings
they could find. After demonstrating flight stunts, the flyers sold rides
to the brave and adventurous. They were known as barnstormers because they flew low, presumably about the height of a barn, and tried to
attract the attention and money ofrural settlers.
Many important flyers visited the Southwest on barnstorming trips
in the 1910s and early 1920s, including Charles Lindbergh; the Stinson
family Of flyers, Marjorie, Katherine, and Eddie; Jack Frye, who later
headed TWA; and Oklahoma native and auto/air racer Wiley Post. For
example, in 1921 two former World War I pilots, westerner Clyde E.
Pangborn and Ivan R. Gates, formed the Gates Flying Circus. For the
next seven years they made the circuit around the country, journeying
more than 125,000 miles. In 1922-1923 they toured the Southwest, where
in January they thrilled crowds in Albuquerque with their aerobatics,
wing walking, inverted flying, and leaping from plane to plane in flight.
One local observer, Frank G. Speakman, commented, "Pangborn flies
straight, turns left or right ... glides and spirals while upside down and
only rights his plane when the rush of blood to his head has become so
intense that he can stand the position no longer."4o
One of the best known barnstormers in the Southwest was Alexander
R. "Tailspin Tommie" Thompson. Another former Army pilot, Thompson
operated out of Albuquerque in the early 1920s. He traveled the region.
A true entrepreneur, Thompson ran a pilot school, barnstormed the local
fairs, gave rides to anyone with money, established an air service be-
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tween Albuquerque and the oil fields in the northwestern part of the
state, delivered newspapers by air, and flew photographer L.J.
Waterhouse over Albuquerque to make an aerial inventory of the metropolitan area. Thompson became legendary throughout the Southwest,
establishing businesses in several regional communities and flying for
other companies. In 1933 he went to work as a pilot for United Air Lines
and was killed on 9 February 1937 when the United DC-3 he was flying
crashed into San Francisco Bay during a final approach to the local
airport. 4l
These barnstormers who flew throughout the Southwest following
World War I struggled to make a living. They were generally capable
airman, recognized as such both by the public and fellow aviators. Some
made record-setting flights, others won laurels for airplane racing, and
a few received high honors and public acclaim for their aeronautical
feats. Most, however, labored in relative obscurity, eking out a living on
the barnstorming circuit. All of them agreed, "They gave us wings, then
took away the sky," when they spoke oftheir military service in World
War I. This barnstormer's lament could be heard at nearly every flying
field in the Southwest during the interwar years. 42
Despite barnstormers' shows, aviation was still so rare in New Mexico
in 1919 that it was an occasion when flyers came. That year Santa Fe
residents turned out to see a "flying circus of seventeen airplanes ...
pass[ing over] Santa Fe during the night." A year later the local newspaper described a flight of the Army's De Havilland bombers that would
perform "aerial maneuvers" at the Santa Fe Automobile Show. "These
are the biggest planes ever seen here and so far as known this is only
the second or third time that planes have visited Santa Fe."43
The planes' visit to Albuquerque was aborted when the pilots got
lost in a sandstorm. According to one aviator, "We simply couldn't find
the town anywhere-nothing but the tips of the Sandia mountains were
visible and we could not risk landing on top of the Methodist steeple or
in the middle of the Rio Grande." Gradually though, the romance of the
gypsy aviator was replaced by more routine and productive aerial activities. Hints of the promise of aviation started early in the Southwest. In
1910, for example, J.J. Armstrong contracted with A.M. Williams ofDouglas, Arizona, to fly mining equipment about 300 miles. The Santa Fe
New Mexican declared this was possibly the "first ... commercial use of
a heavier than air machine. "44
Over the next two decades other practical uses of aviation emerged
in the region. In 1919 Paul G. Redington of Albuquerque "had the pleasure of being the first district forester to ride in an airplane in forest
service patrol work." After making a flight over Arizona and California,
Redington praised airplanes as a new method of spotting forest fires
since "miles of timber could be seen in a day." He could spot "fires
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located in canyons which could not be seen from a lookout until hours
after they had started." He looked forward to using "wireless" to report
fires from the air; until then a "report bomb" had to be dropped from the
plane at the nearest settlement. Often no one found the reports. Still the
Forest Service, in cooperation with the War Department, maintained four
planes at Marsh Field to continue aerial experiments. 4'
The next year the Santa Fe paper bragged.that it was "Always on
Top. This Edition Delivered by Airplane to Albuquerque Today" and
told of Republicans going to the state convention by "fly[ing] from
Albuquerque to Santa Fe and back for only $50." Los Angeles also considered another practical use. When the city debated plans for opening
up a road, the Chamber of Commerce suggested an "airplane map" to
examine the efforts from the air. While the Chamber objected to the fifty
dollar fee that the Pioneer Aerial Engineering Company wanted to charge,
local businessmen were starting to see functional aviation uses. 46
During the 1920s aviation continued to develop in the Southwest.
According to an article in Aero Digest, "In the vast territory on the
North American continent known as the Southwest, broad developments
in commercial aviation are proceeding at so rapid a pace that they cannot fully be appreciated by the airminded of the crowded East." Explaining, "vast as this area is, it contains but eight per cent of the country
population" so aviation was important for "fire patrols, air taxi service,
crop dusting service, aerial surveys, and other services where time is an
essential element. "47
The barnstormers and the first practical uses of aviation demonstrated the successes and failures that aviation would have in the Southwest. Although audiences thrilled to see the planes; pilots often got
lost, crackups were common, and many local residents were afraid to fly.
While some functional uses were discovered for air travel, the technology was not always developed enough that successful results were givens. Yet southwesterners began to see the possibilities of air travel both
as a sport and for business. The Los Angeles Times reported in 1921:
The sport model airplane has really· taken its place along the sport
model automobile in the activities ofour daily life. People have become
so aCcustomed to the hum ofthe motors far above their heads that they
no longer crane their necks every time a plane passes overhead. The
airplane has come to be a part of our life just as the automobile did
some· years ago and the two vie with one another as aids to business
and pleasure. 48
.

14

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1995

While southwesterners were delighted with flight, the federal government provided the first commercial activity using aircraft. The United
States Post Office saw transporting mail by air as a way of speeding
deliveries and enhancing reliability. Western businessmen, especially
bankers pressed for airmail to reduce the cross-country check float times.
Aviators had already demonstrated of the possibility of mail delivery via air. Katherine Stinson exhibited one of the most significant experiments in the Southwest in November 1915. Stinson, Ii crowd favorite,
began flying in airshows throughout the United States in 1913. Billed as
the "flying schoolgirl," she excited the public with her exploits. Pretty,
petite, and frail-looking, Stinson emphasized her femininity while participating in a heavily male profession. Stinson only weighed 101 pounds,
and because of her size, many Americans did not believe she could control an aircraft. Her obvious success as a pilot brought her great popularity. In 1915 she electrified the southwestern crowds as she flew the
mail from the Southern Arizona Fairgrounds at Tucson to a vacant lot
near the post office. There she dropped the mail to waiting postal workers. 49
Short deliveries across town were not transcontinential flights, but
they were a beginning. As with other transportation developments in
the West, such as the railroad, the federal government took the lead in
planning airmail routes. The federal government flew its first regularly
scheduled airmail in May 1918. At first the Post Office used its own
equipment and pilots, and by 1920 it had developed a relatively efficient
airmail system in the eastern United States. In February 1921 the department expanded the system with a transcontinental airmail route between
San Francisco and New York via Salt Lake City, Omaha', Chicago, and
•
Pittsburgh. 50
The Southwest was left out of this route. The Aero Club of California, a Los Angeles-based voluntary organization, protested, especially
when upstate rival San Francisco enjoyed the prestige and benefits of
the route. At first the club attempted to persuade Otto Praeger, the Second Assistant Postmaster General, to change the western terminus of
the transcontinental route from San Francisco to Los Angeles. At the
same time, the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce worked for the area's
local congressional delegates to encourage increased air mail routes. In
April 1920 the Chamber's Aviation Commitee asked the organization to
telegraph its Washington representative requesting him to contact "Congressmen Osborne and Randall" about setting up a Los Angeles to Albuquerque route. A week later the Washington representative wired back
that the Post Office would provide the route as soon as the War Department supplied a plane. 51
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A month later the Chamber reported that Praeger said funds were
not available for airmail to come to southern California. In order to provide the increased service, the citizens of Los Angeles needed to come
up with $100,000 and provide a landing field and hangars at the terminal.
The Aero Club reported the same figure but called it a "cash bonus,"
claiming that Praeger had said without it "he would never allow the mail
to come into Los Angeles. "S2
When this request was refused, the Aero Club aggressively promoted a second transcontinental airmail route through the Southwest.
Members of the club argued that it would only be a short time before the
Post Office would have to do so because flying the more northerly route
was "impractical during the winter because of the intense cold and deep,
which makes rescue almost impossible in case ofa forced landing." The
business community worked for a southern route from Los Angeles
through Las Vegas, Phoenix, Albuquerque, El Paso, and points east. S3
Los Angeles business leaders encouraged these other towns to prepare support facilities and agitate with the Post Office Department. The
Aero Club was delighted when the Las Vegas business community took
an interest. While strongly complimentary of the efforts made by Las
Vegas, the Aero Club was completely self-serving. Los Angeles always
saw Las Vegas's good fortune as in its own best interests. Community
leaders recognized that to obtain a southern airmail route they had to
construct air fields. Keen rivalries incurred between communities and
were persistent throughout the 1920s. For instance, Caliente, Pioche,
and Ely, Arizona, all wanted to be included on a southern transcontinental route and threatened to "nose" Las Vegas out. According to Colonel
Swen Laetsew of Los Angeles, "It is up to Las Vegas to prepare the
airplane mail route by having a landing field and by building a hangar. It
is impossible to consider any city as a landing place that does not offer
adequate facilities."54
Local Las Vegas businessmen agreed. A few saw airmail as potentially important to their city as the railroad had been in the nineteenth
century. But before the southern Nevada community could get seriously
involved, it needed a modern airport. The city leaders moved out to
purchase and build a flying field. The Chamber of Commerce set up a
committee to raise funds to clear and properly equip the field. The city
also allowed Western Air Express, the carrier with the Los Angeles-Salt
Lake City route, to use the field rent free for one year. In return, the
airline company agreed to build a hangar. The editor of the local newspaper summarized: "The value of the airmail to Las Vegas cannot be
over-estimated. Aside from the convenience of the service, the inauguration of this new route will bring a vast amount of publicity for this city
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which could not be purchased at any price. It is in the interest of every
businessman of this city that he avail himseif of the new means of communication at every opportunity.-55
Finally, in 1926 the Post Office announced airmail delivery from Salt
Lake City to Los Angeles with Las Vegas as a stopping point. Even so,
the federal government refused to create a southern transcontinental
route because of the costs involved. Throughout the 1920s southwestern community leaders pressed for the establishment of this route. In
1929 Harold G. Wilson wrote in the Aero Digest, "Airmail for Arizona is
the big problem confronting aviation bodies and air fans of the state."
Their arguments found a ready listener in President Herbert Hoover's
Postmaster General, Walter Folger Brown. He was especially committed
to developing a logical national air route structure "that went from somewhere to somewhere." Brown worked to establish three transcontinental
air routes, each with hubs and smaller regional routes operating to the
north and south. In his plan one route would run across the northern tier
of states between Seattle and the Northeast. A second would roughly
parallel the old Union Pacific/Central Pacific railroad lines. The final route
was the one southwestern leaders had advocated, a route that ran across
the region between Los Angeles and the Southeast. He had reached a
dead end in trying to reconstruct the system under the existing regulatory system, however, and could only proceed in 1930 after passage of a
law that allowed him to reshape the air route "map. 56
Armed with this new airmail legislation, Brown assumed near dictatorial powers over the airmail system. His first priority was a reduction
in the number of competitors. Understanding this goal, several airlines
consolidated of their own accord. In the summer of 1930, for instance,
Los Angeles-based Western Air Express bought out Standard Air Lines,
which operated in the Southwest. Brown then engineered the merger of
Western, which had established an orderly system in the Southwest,
with Transcontinental Air Transport (TAT), which operated largely on
the southern plains and in the Midwest. Known as the "Shotgun Marriage," this merger opened the way for Brown to give what was now
called Transcontinental and Western Air (TWA) a lucrative airmail contract across the Southwest in July 1930 that established the southern
transcontinental airmail route.
What emerged from this effort was four major continental airlinesUnited Air Lines, TWA, American Airways, and Northwest Airwaysoperating an integrated transcontinental route system. That Brown did
so without competitive bidding, and that in the process he destroyed
the livelihood of several small carriers, mattered neither to most
southwesterners nor to very many in the general public. What most
perceived was an almost immediate orderliness to the aviation industry
in the West. Many agreed with western Senator Patrick A. McCarran
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(D-NV), when he commented that Brown "was a public official who had
a certain idea about how a certain matter should be carried out ... even
in the face of the law as it was written.""
As a result, a southern transcontinental route finally began operation on 15 October 1930 as American Airways took off with the first
airmail flight from Los Angeles eastward through southwestern cities
on the way to Dallas, Atlanta, and the Atlantic seaboard. This had been
a long, slow process, but the persistence of southwestern business and
political leaders working with Brown had finally made it a reality. With
the development of a southern airmail route, the Southwest became open
to areas throughout the United States. In some respects this development was as revolutionary as the railroads had been in the nineteenth
century in terms of reducing distance and enhancing ties both within
the region and to the larger nation. 58
Though the southern transcontinental airmail route did not begin
until 1930, some local airmail and passenger services operated before
that time. One important southwestern aviation company arising in the
1920s was Western Air Express, later Western Airlines. Although originally an airmail service, its leaders quickly grasped the profitability of
providing regularly scheduled passenger service between Los Angeles
and Salt Lake City. Just five weeks after beginning scheduled airmail
operations, the company carried its first passengers on 23 May 1926.
The company's first traffic manager, James G. Wooley, boasted that it
was the first "regular commercial aerial passenger traffic in America,"
and that "the new service will cut 19 hours from the traveling time between Los Angeles and eastern points."59
The first commercial air passengers to fly from Los Angeles to Salt
Lake City were A. B. Nault and P. Charles Kerr, both prosperous Los
Angeles businessmen. Among the first passengers carried from Salt Lake
City to Los Angeles was Ben F. Redman, chairman of the Aviation Committee of the Salt Lake City Chamber of Commerce and a major stockholder in Western Air Express. He used all his influence in the company
to secure the first flight. Another Salt Lake City resident, John A.
Tomlinson, accompanied Redman on the flight. Outfitted with coveralls,
leather helmets, goggles, and parachutes, they climbed into the open
compartment atop a bag of mail on a Douglas M-2 biplane behind pilot
Charles N. "Jimmy" James. They received box lunches and portable toilet facilities-a tin can. The aircraft took offat 9:30 a.m. and after a short
stop at Las Vegas arrived by 5:30 p.m. at Los Angeles. 60
Passenger travel grew rapidly. By the end of 1926, Western Air Express had carried 209 passengers at a profit of$I,029. Included among
those first passengers was the first woman passenger, Maude Campbell,
from Salt Lake City, who flew about two weeks after Redman's 23 May
flight. 61 From there Western continued to expand its activities.
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Other airlines operating throughout the southwestern region expanded into the passenger service after Western's experiment. For example, on 28 November 1927 the Aero Corporation of California's
subsidiary, Standard Air Lines, began regularly scheduled service between Los Angeles and Tucson, Arizona, via Phoenix. Under the leadership of Frye, the former barnstorming pilot, Standard used a single Fokker
F-7 to fly a daily route. It was not a luxurious trip. "Fokker single-engined
comfort facilities [were] limited to men, a brief stop being made for women
at Desert Center, California, where a solitary filling station boasted two
crude outhouses," On 4 February 1929 Standard announced the inauguration of "America's First Trans-Continental Air-Rail Travel Route"
through the extension of its air route eastward to EI Paso and linkage to
the Texas and Pacific Railroad. This expansion continued in the 1930s, in
spite of the Great Depression, largely because of technological improvements in aircraft such as the Boeing 247 and the Douglas DC-3 that
allowed more economical operations. 62
Communities built airports to encourage airlines to bring airmail and
passenger travel to their towns and cities. Southwest communities, however, were slow in developing air travel. A 1926 article in Western Flying
listed all ofthe municipal landing fields in the West. Arizona and New
Mexico had very few landing fields: eight in Arizona-Cochise, Flagstaff, Kingman, Seligman, Tucson, Winslow, Williams, and Yuma-and
five in New Mexico at Alamagordo, Cerrillos, Gallup, Taiban, and Texico.
According to the article, most airfields were not real "airports" but "a
fairground or a public golf course where it is possible for a plane to land
without cracking up." By compiling the list, the authors hoped not only
to help pilots know where to land but also to "lead to an improvement in
the landing field situation. Perhaps communities without airfields may
be inspired to establish them, and possibly those without necessary
equipment, may wake up and add to their facilities,"63
While magazine articles and city boosters struggled to point out the
value of air travel and airport, Lindbergh's solo flight across the Atlantic in 1927 not only electrified the public but also encouraged the development of airports. As a result, private entrepreneurs saw themselves as
the managers of the airport and the people who would sell services and
goods on site. Local officials and a consortium of business leaders also
recognized increased visibility and the attraction of new businesses and
tourists that could come from modern airport facilities and airline traffic.
The Albuquerque airport followed this pattern. In 1928 two Santa Fe
Railroad employees, Frank G. Speakman and William L. Franklin, leased
140 acres on the East Mesa near Albuquerque for the construction of an
airport. The mayor, Clyde L. Tingley, publicized the city as an aviation
center, so he loaned the airport developers city road equipment to prepare the runways. When the airport's first customer, Ross Hadley, came
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on15 May 1928, two thousand people watched him fly a Ford Trimotor
plane. Before the end of the year the Albuquerque airport had four runways, a hanger, and support services.
To boost further interest in aviation, the mayor appointed an airport
committee. The Lion's Club also formed an aviation committee. At the
same time James G. Ornard, a New York transportation promoter, bought
out Franklin's interest and formed Aircraft Holdings, Incorporated to
operate the airport. In 1928 Western Air Express selected Albuquerque
as a stopping point for a new airway from Los Angeles to the East.
Transcontinental Air Transport also had a route through Albuquerque
and used the airport. 64
In 1929 Ornard solicited arid received the active support of the City
of Albuquerque to modernize the airport so it could become the center
of aviation between Los Angeles and Fort Worth. The city invested
over $100,000 in a hanger, administration building, club house, night
lights, and runways. As a result, Albuquerque replaced El Paso as the
southern terminal for Mid-Continent Air Express from Denver. The company started service over the Denver-EI Paso line with southbound
planes going from Albuquerque to San Marcial and El Paso and northbound planes flying from Albuquerque to Santa Fe and on to Las Vegas,
Pueblo, Colorado Springs, and Denver. As a result, people from all over
the region connected with these airlines. 65 The success of these efforts,
however, rested on the business community in Albuquerque and their
willingness to invest in the airport.
Not all cities were as fortunate. Tucson's local leadership leased 128
acres for an airfield and began soliciting air travel through the city. In
November 1928, seventy-five planes landed in Tucson, compared to
twenty-one in November 1927 and fourteen in November 1926. "They
carried 106 passengers," and city businesses dealt with "an unusually
large number" of these itinerants. 66
With high hopes, Tucson leaders established an organization inJ930
to develop the airport into a major hub in the Southwest. The local newspaper commented:
For, as an isolated city of the Southwest, Tucson needed the air for
acce~s to the world. And the immense expansion of the airport was
tied to Tucson's own growth, as it became, for example a world center
in the fields of mining and astronomy. The growth of Tucson International Airport is in some ways even more dramatic than that of Tucson. 67
Tucson never became this hub. The majority oftranscontinental air traffic passed
through the more accessible Phoenix airport, which was a logical place fora stop
and had excellent airport facilities.
•
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San Diego provided another example of city promotion for aviation
and the construction of airports. According to a 1927 Western Flying
article, no group pushed harder for "aviation supremacy" than the community leaders in San Diego. Building oil the early successes soon after
the Los Angeles airshow, San Diego worked to attract aircraft manufacturers, flying schools, and military flying facilities to the city.. As part of
this promotional strategy, its leaders developed an outstanding commercial airport. An advertisement in Aero Digest in 1932 prided, "San
Diego has always been a city of 'firsts' in aviation."68 The accompanying article went on to explain that since 1911 when Curtiss had started a
flying school, the flying records set in the area and the use of the area as
an air center in World War I had linked San Diego with aviation.
In 1922 the Aviation Committee of the Chamber of Commerce asked
for an airport to be included in the city's masterplans. A site was se:.
lected that was near railroad and steamship terminals. When completed,
modern Lindbergh Field became "one of the busiest airports in the United
States." In 1927, Western Flying magazine concluded that "San Diego's
aeronautic activity discloses si~ business establishments directly connected with aviation. Although commercial aeronautics is said to be in
its infancy, this industry is already a strong youth in San Diego."69
Quite rightly San Diegans always believed that their city was competing against Los Angeles, and the competition was keen and at times
fierce. Since the airshow of 1910 Los Angeles had been the "air capital"
of the Southwest with no real challengers. This showed in the building
of airports, where the key player in construction was the Los Angeles
Chamber of Commerce. Working with H. Z. Osborne of the city government, the Chamber of Commerce helped develop a major "municipal airdrome." Los Angeles leaders began building a truly outstanding airport
in the mid-I920s. After a long and intense political debate in 1927, the
city constructed Vail Field, a much improved facility on the site of the
home of Western Air Express. By the time of the 1928 air races, Francis
D. Walton was able to brag in an article in Aero Digest that the airport
hosted the meet on a "California scale of 'Biggest and Best,' executed
with that expert showmanship for which Hollywood is world famous and
supported by that typically ideal weather, about which every Californian
modestly feels that the more said the better. "70
Besides a few bright spots in the major communities of the Southwest, the airport facilities in the region in 1930 remained primitive. Because of the lack of a strong infrastructure, the airline route system also
remained rudimentary. This continued until after World War II. As late
as 1946 Robert W. F. Schmidt published an article in Western Flying
asking for the development of more airports to "prevent ghost towns of
the air." He explained, "A community's future position may depend upon
its airport planning today. Failure to provide airport facilities may not
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necessarily mean another ghost town, but it is too big a chance to take." .
The article explained that airports would make it possible to advertise
the Southwest, claiming that twenty-five years earlier "millions of Americans weren't sure whether Arizona was east or west of New Mexico!"'·
The development of air routes, infrastructure, and travel in the Southwest began during the period 1910-1930. The Los Angeles airshow and
those that followed in other areas in the Southwest sparked an interest.
The air racers, barnstormers, and other itinerant flyers performed a variety of services from forest fire watching to rides for neophytes. These
interests were capitalized on by the. airlines and the local community
leaders in a partnership that led to the development of the present system of air routes and structures in the region. By the' time of the 1930
"Shotgun Marriage" of Western Air Express and Transcontinental Air
Transport a nascent air system had been laid for the region. The aeronautical technology revolution of the 1930s-especially manifest in the
Boeing 247 and Douglas DC-3, all-metal, multi-engined transportsallowed a much more rapid and sustained expansion of aviation in the
region along essentially the same course that had been started by the
early aviation promoters of the Southwest.
The first two decades after the 1910 Los Angeles airshow, therefore,
were significant for plotting the general course of aviation in the Southwest that would follow in the 1930s and 1940s. Especially important,
aviation made the Southwest smaller by reducing the amount of time
necessary to move between cities either with goods or passengers. By
rail a trip between Texas and California could take three or four days. By
air it took a matter of hours. At the same time, the Southwest provided
an especially good place to fly airplanes. Its mild weather and open
expanses of territory made it a pilot's dream.
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New Mexico's Early Elections:
Statehood to New Deal,

1912-1932
ILA D. HODGSON AND ELLOYSE M. GARTHWAITE

New Mexico's first twenty years of statehood reflect the state's changing political milieu from domination by the Republican Old Guard of
territorial days to the Democratic sweep of the New Deal. Early state
elections were particularly bitter due to the dissension within the Republican party caused by'such factors as the progressive element, the
realignment of party loyalties, and the scramble for new sources of patronage.
Much of the Hispanic population, largely congregated in the central
and northern counties, still lived under the domination of po/ranes.
These "wealthy and influential Spanish families cooperated with a handful of Anglos to control the elections and handle government affairs."
Many of them, members ofthe Republican Old Guard, told their people
how to vote.· This situation created a large Hispanic block that could be
relied upon to vote Republican until the economic crisis of the 1930s
destroyed longtime loyalties. 2
When New Mexico became a territory in 1850, the population was
chiefly Hispanic, a condition that lasted until that majority dropped
below 50 percent in the census of 1940. Hispanics were always a viable
political force, a circumstance that distinguished New Mexico from other
states. Originally a small group of colonists, these Spanish-Americans
were joined over the years by a number' of Mexican immigrants seeking
economic advancement in the United States.
I1a D. Hodgson holds an M.A. in history from Wright State University, and Elloyse M.
Garthwaite holds an M.A. in history from University of New Orleans. Both are published
authors.
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In this study we examine eight counties-selected for economic,
ethnic, and geographic diversity-along with their voting records for
important officials during the first two decades of statehood. Between
1900 and 1910 New Mexico'spopulation increased 67;6 percent while
the nation'5 population increased only 21 percent (see Tables 1 and 2).3
During this same period of time, the numberof counties increased from
twenty-six to thirty-one, but the selected eight came from the original
twenty-six. With few exceptions, each county maintained its original
political orientation until the Great Depression exerted its force on both
the economy and politics.
Bernalillo county, founded in 1852, contained the state's major urban area, Albuquerque. The county had a split population during this
period of about 46 percent Anglo and 54 percent Hispanic. Chaves,
founded in 1889, was 99 percent Anglo, populated chiefly with immigrants from neighboring Texas who sought a fertile area for ranching
and farming. Colfax, dating from 1869, was also a major cattle ranching
area. Its population was about 63 percent Anglo at the time of statehood. Eddy was 99 percent Anglo when it was created from Lincoln
County, along with Chaves, in 1889. The southeastern section of the
state was known a~ "little Texas."
Grant, in the heart of the mining country, was established in 1868
and its population was 80 percent Anglo at that time. Organized in 1852,
Rio Arriba was always an important center of Hispanic interest. A farming and sheep-raising area, it was one of the poorest counties in the
nation, almost totally rural, and 95 percent Hispanic. San Miguel was
also a sheep-raising county, 85 percent Hispanic in 1852. Santa Fe has
always been the seat of political power. Although poli ticians of both
ethnic groups flocked to the area, the county was 78 percent Hispanic
at the time of statehood.
Election tables show a fairly consistentvotingpattern between 1912
and 1932. Vo.ters in Bernalillo and Colfax usually divided their support
between the two major parties:, Chaves and Eddy voters were solidly
Democratic; Grant voters tended to favor the Democratic party; and Rio
Arriba, San Miguel, and Santa Fe voted a solid Republican majority.
The state constitution put few restrictions on the right of adult males to
vote except native Americans. Writing in 1940, Thomas Donnelly noted
that New Mexicans took ample advantage of this right. He concluded:
"It is doubtful if any state can boast of greater participation by voters in
elections than can New Mexico."4 This interest is particularly evident in
Rio Arriba, San Miguel, and Santa Fe counties where there was high
voter turnout (see Table 5). s
A special election in 1911 provided officials for the new state, so
that in 1912 the state representative to Congress and the presidential
electors were the only candidates on the ballot. In both 1911 and 1912,
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disgruntled Republicans aided the cause of the Democrats. These Republicans considered themselves "progressives" and sought to wrest
supreme power from the Old Guard and to distribute patronage over a
wider field. On 4 October 1911, the Republican Progressive League was
organized in Santa Fe. HerbertJ. Hagerman, a former territorial governor, and Richard H. Hanna, a Santa Fe lawyer, led this dissident group.
League members joined with the Democrats in 1911 and formed a fusion ticket. William C. McDonald, the League's candidate for governor,
defeated the Republican Holm Bursum for the first term. Prior to the
special election, the Albuquerque Journal had warned the Republican
party that running men of the Old Guard who had been ruling "with a
high hand for some thirty years" would "be signing its own death warrant."6 Little heed was paid to this warning, and the Democrats benefited (see Table 3).
In 1912, "the New Mexican Progressives abjured, for the time being, all taint of Republicanism and became part of Roosevelt's Progressive party."7 Theodore Roosevelt had many local adherents, for a number
of New Mexicans had been among the Rough Riders who followed him
during the Spanish-American War. In opposing the Old Guard, dissidents wanted more "liberalism" in state politics. One specific complaint ,
concerned the difficulty of amending the conservative state constitution, but this grievance was removed when the "blue ballot" passed in
1912. 8
Historian Charles B. Judah wrote of the progressive faction: "Thus
a new and disturbing element thrust itself into New Mexican politics.
For twenty years it was to prove the decisive factor in the struggle for
political power."9 Squabbles within both major parties added to the interest in these early statehood elections.
In 1912 Roosevelt's, candidacy hurt both the Democratic and Republican nominees for president with neither winning a majority of the
state vote. This was also true in three of the eight selected counties. 10
Chaves and Eddy gave a majority to Wilson, Rio Arriba and San Miguel
to Taft, but the winning party's percentage was lower than it normally
would have been. Grant gave a majority to Wilson, but both parties suffered losses to the third party.
In the final count, Harvey Fergusson repeated his 1911 success in
his bid for the seat in Congress. The total state vote was Fergusson
22,139; Republican Nathan Jaffa 17,900; Progressive Marcos C. de Baca
5,883; and Socialist Andrew Eggum 2,644. 11 Fergusson had definitely
profited from the Republican split. For the same reason Woodrow Wilson received the state's first three electoral votes by winning a plurality.
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On 11 March 1912, the Republican legislature had convened to
choose the state's first United States senators. It was a foregone conclusion that both chosen senators would be leading Republicans of territorial politics, as indeed, they were. Albert Bacon Fall and Thomas
Benton Catron won office over a number of other prominent contenders. They were to be the only senators chosen before the seventeenth
constitutional amendment provided for popular election.
With only the office of representative to be filled in 1914, the voter
turnout was lower than it had been in 1912. Republican Benigno C.
Hernandez, of Tierra Amarilla and the Old Guard, defeated incumbent
Harvey Fergusson, while the Progressive and Socialis~ candidates received comparatively few votes that year. 12 In the eight selected counties, the Republican party received a higher percentage of the vote in
1914 than in 1912. The voting count suggests that voters tended to support their favorite party when there was no particular issue to distract
them. Shortly before the election, Woodrow Wilson had written a letter
supporting the candidacy of Fergusson, but lack of third-party votes
enabled Hernandez to win. 13 He was the first Hispanic to be elected to a
.
regular seat in Congress. 14
By 1916 the Democrats had stolen the thunder of the dwindling Progressive party in national politics. The Democratic platform included
much of what the Progressive party had strived to attain earlier such as
workmen's compensation for federal employees, a federal child-labor
law, and federal assistance for state highways. Arthur Link asserted:
"Regardless of the motivation behind Wilson's commitment to advanced
doctrines, the fact was the Democratic Congressional majority had, by
the fall of 1916, enacted almost every important plank in the Progres- .
sive platform of 1912."1$
The Republicans never achieved a united front but remained split
over local issues, and the Old Guard was divided during the nominating
convention. In another bitter fight, two powerful politicians, Secundino
Romero of San Miguel and Holm Bursum, struggled for the gubernatorial position on the Republican ticket. Bursum finally won, but many
delegates left the convention early and went home disgruntled with the
Republican slate. 16 After all this infighting, Republicans saw their leading candidates lose in November. Lieutenant-Governor Ezequiel C. de
Baca defeated Bursum for the office of governor, and William B. Walton,
a Silver City lawyer, defeated Hernandez for the seat in Congress. 17
Chaves county residents gave their support to Andrew Eggum of
Roswell, who ran for Congress on the Socialist ticket, but hardly enough.
support to affect the high majorities that the Democratic candidates regularly enjoyed in Chaves. Once again, in spite of much bickering among
themselves, the Democrats had managed to capture the chief offices.
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Another influence in 1916, Bronson Cutting, owner of the Santa Fe
New Mexican, had made his newspaper the voice of progressivism in
the YQung state. For most of the next two decades his newspaper supported whichever party and candidates appeared most amenable to his
ideas. According to historian Judah, Bronson "could not win an election by himself, but it was equally true that it was impossible to win
without him." 18 Cutting staunchly believed that the Old Guard stood for
fraud and dishonesty. He supported Charles Evans Hughes for president while opposing both Bursum and Hubbell. Cutting stated his basic
philosophy "that it was possible and desirable to support men of any
party to maintain a consistent demand for honest government. "19 His
biographer wrote that in 1916 the "problem for the Progressives was
how to support effectively both the Republican national ticket and the
Democratic state ticket. "20
The political maneuvers of the times saw a complete reversal in 1918.
The Republican party managed to pull itself together and succeed. Due
to the effects of World War I and the rampaging flu epidemic that followed, voter turnout was extremely low. 21 Even counties with a generally high turnout, like San Miguel and Rio Arriba, could not muster much
enthusiasm. In this election, Albert B. Fall retained his seat in the Senate by defeating Democrat William B: Walton. Benigno C. Hernandez
regained his congressional seat, winning over Democrat G.A.
Richardson. Octaviano A. Larrazolo, a Democrat-turned-Republican,
defeated Felix Garcia in the gubernatorial contest. 22
The death of Teddy Roosevelt in January 1919 and the onset of President Wilson's disability the following September marked the end of a
political era. Throughout the country, isolationism and conservatism
marked much of the next decade. Donald R. McCoy wrote that the "reforming aspects of progressivism, which had been flagging by 1916, had
been sidetracked during America's involvement in the First World War
and were not revived as a great issue in the immediate postwar period."23
New Mexico still divided its allegiance between both parties, but in the
1920 election the reunited Republicans won the major offices.
The 1920 general election was the first time New Mexican women
voted, which caused a good deal of speculation about how the "ladies"
would vote. Adelina Otero-Warren, who would soon become the first
,woman to run for national office in New Mexico, said she expected Hispanic women to vote Republican. 24 The Silver City Enterprise hoped
that women would not clearly align themselves to either party but would
consider the ability of the candidates. 25 Nevertheless, Republicans retained their control of the legislature and won fourteen of the seventeen
state offices. 26 The Enterprise grumbled: "The enthusiasm of the Democratic politiCians for woman suffrage was an awful example of misplaced
confidence."27 In every selected county except Bernalillo, the Republi-
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can percentage for president increased over the 1916 vote. This was also
. true of the state totals (see Table 4). People who lived near the polls in
Santa Fe sat on their porches and watched the "spectacle" of women
flocking to the ballot boxes. 28
Historian Joan M. Jensen, researching the history of women in New
Mexico, wrote of the early years of women suffrage: "Only a few women
were able to gain political success in the context of this time. They carved
out a new place in politics for women in the first half of the twentieth
century, but that place remained a niche rather than a living space." She
asserts that, in this regard, New Mexico was no different from the rest
of the nation. 29 Even though women voted in 1920, New Mexico held a
special election in 1921 that allowed women to run for office.
Democrats probably expected national defeat due to the economic
recession that was a legacy of the war. In their convention, they finally
chose James Cox on the forty-fourth ballot with Franklin Delano
Roosevelt as his running mate. New Mexico voted overwhelmingly for
Warren G. Harding, but the state's popular vote would be greater for
Herbert Hoover in 1928 and still greater for Roosevelt in 1932. Voters
also chose Republicans Nestor Montoya over Antonio Lucero for representative to Congress and Merritt C. Mechem over R.H. Hanna for
governor. 30 Early in Harding's administration, the President selected
Senator Fall as his secretary of the Interior, and Governor Mechem appointed Holm Bursum to replace him in the Senate. Republicans were
on a roll.
In 1922 the economic situation in New Mexico was desperate, and
voters went to the polls in large numbers to vote out the party they had
elected two years earlier. Bernalillo, Colfax, and Grant added their majorities. to the solid Democratic counties of Chaves and Eddy. Republican majorities dropped in Rio Arriba and Santa Fe. New Mexican voters
were becoming disenchanted·with the Republican promises of economic
relief that remained unfulfilled. The New Mexican continued its support
of the Republican party's slate with few exceptions. The paper claimed:
"The New Mexican is a Republican newspaper in principle and has always supported Republicans when we believed they were fit. "31
The Albuquerque Herald asserted that New Mexico needed Republican officials to solve such problems as continuing aid to the hardpressed livestock industry and further developing the water resources
of the Rio Grande, Pecos, and San Juan rivers. The paper claimed that
Democrats were avoiding the issues and waging a campaign based on
emotional appeal. 32 The Herald headline three days later told the story:
"Republican Strongholds Like Dona Ana, McKinley, Mora and Torrance
Turn to Democrats'While Republican Majorities Dwindle in Santa Fe,
Rio Arriba and Other Fortresses. "33
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The Democratic landslide in 1922 won the top state offices. The
governor's race went to James F. Hinkle, a Roswell banker. Because of
his earlier years on the range, Hinkle, who defeated Republican Dr.
Charles L. Hill, became known as the "cowboy governor." A.A. Jones
defeated S.B. Davis, Jr. to retain his seat in the Senate, and Democrat
John Morrow defeated Adelina Otero-Warren for representative to Congress. 34 Persistent economic woes, with no relief in sight, probably instigated much of the changing political affiliation. Republican
domination was coming to an end.
The supposed "boom" years of the 1920s were anything but for the
nation's farmers. Summarizing the state's situation, historian Marc
Simmons wrote: "A postwar depression, brought on by a combination
of drought and a fall in agricultural and livestock prices after wartime
expansion, plunged New Mexico into despair. "35
Nevertheless, Republicans were undaunted as the election of 1924
approached. In New Mexico the campaigning was vigorous and vicious.
Robert Thompson and Charles Judah wro,te: "In the New Mexico of the
twenties, as in the preceding decade, politics was no game for the weakling or the squeamish... No man who entered'public life was safe from
its [the press's] attack. If the Albuquerque Herald or Tribune did not
abuse him the Santa Fe New Mexican did. "36
The Democratic convention in 1924 finally nominated Arthur T.
Hannett, a former mayor of Gallup (1918-1922), for governor. Hinkle
had chosen not to run again, but the "choice" was not entirely his. Many
New Mexicans, including Bronson Cutting, felt that Hinkle had denied
Hispanics their fair share of patronage during his term of office. 3 ?
Hannett's candidacy did not please all of the Democrats because he had
established himself as a lawyer of the laboring class in opposition to
corporate interests. His enemies in both major political parties considered him "a wild-eyed radical only a few steps removed from Moscow."
Warren A. Beck continued: "The campaign [for governor] of 1924 was
bitterly contested, and personal abuse and wild accusations on both sides
reached extremes, even by New Mexico's sta'ndards. "38 Although there
was no animosity between Hinkle and Hannett, their supporters were
outspoken in condemnation as they maneuvered in the nominating convention. 39
•
The Republicans still had their differences. A major fight occurred
in San Miguel county between Secundino Romero and his cousin,
Lorenzo Delgado, who subsequently defected to the Democrats. Democratic candidates received a higher percentage of the county's votes than
ever before: 46.1 percent for president, 50.2 percent for senator, 49.8
percent for representative, and 48.3 percent for governor.
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The first count showed that Hannett defeated. Republican Manuel
B. Otero by only 199 votes. Ballot boxes were called into court, and
several recounts were ordered. The final decision upheld Hannetl's victory, but the close' contest emphasized the dire need for election reform.
Anxious editors, awaiting confirmation of election statistics, complained
about the election procedures that slowed returns after hampering voters with confusing information about how to register or where to vote. 40
The Las Vegas Daily Optic added that defects in the election laws invited "chicanery and fraud."4\ Hannett had promised election reform
during his campaign. The state's election machinery had many problems, starting from the point of registration and ending with the announcement of final returns. Voters sometimes could riot find where or
how they were supposed to register. People manning the polls were unsure of eligible voters. "It is all guess work," asserted a Santa Fe New
Mexican editorial. The unwieldy process made counting inefficient and
time-consuming. One commentator added that, when other states had
forgotten the election, New Mexico was still plodding along. 42.
When the election results were finally tallied, District Judge Sam G.
Bratton of Clovis defeated Holm Bursum for the Senate. Among the
eight counties only Santa Fe and Rio Arriba failed to give him a majority vote. John Morrow retained his seat in Congress by defeating Republican J. Felipe Hubbell, a Bernalillo rancher, businessman, and
politician.
In spite of all this Democratic success, the state's electoral votes
followed those of the nation's votes for Calvin Coolidge. He received
only a plurality rather than a majority in New Mexico due to the number of votes given Robert La Follette, who ran for president as a Progressive Socialist. 43 This split is most easily seen In Grant, where La
Follette received 13.5 percent of the vote and kept both Democrat and
Republican candidates below 50 percent. La Follette's candidacy also
held Republicans to a plurality in Bernalillo and Colfax counties. The
Colfax County Stockman claimed: "The vote for President Coolidge was
not a vote for the man so much as a vote for sound principles of government. "44
In the election of 1924 Cutting threw the power of his Santa Fe
New Mexican to the Democrats. With this welcome support, Democrats
received "the votes of the Spanish-Americans, the progressive Republicans who followed his [Cutting's] political changes, and the veterans. "45
He had organized American Legion po~ts throughout the state to enable
veterans to consolidate their power. In return, their votes assisted the
candidates of Cutting's choice.
Cutting did not remain long in the camp of the Democrats, for he
and Governor Rannett soon found themselves at odds. Cutting feared
that the proposed Rannett Election Code could be used to disenfran-
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chise some of the Hispanic voters. Furthermore, Hannett had continued
Hinkle's policy of ignoring qualified Hispanics for office. 46 The falling-:out between Hannett and Cutting gave the Republicans new hope.
In 1926 they decided to select a gubernatorial candidate whom Cutting
would support and who would also satisfy the diverse interests of Republican and independent voters. Richard C. Dillon proved to be an
appropriate choice. He was a successful businessman, who had made
many friends among farmers, ranchers, and merchants before he entered the state senate race in 1924.
In a comparatively mild campaign, Dillon defeated Governor
Hannett's attempt at a second term. On the other hand, Democrat John
Morrow was elected for a third term as representative to Congress, defeating Republican Juan Sedillo. 47 Charles Judah said of the new governoC: "Thus the American success story had once more proved
itself-diligence, honesty, friendship had paid off. The boy who had
shined shoes in a Springer saloon was governor of the state. "48
Bronson Cutting rejoined the Republicans in 1926, but his constantly
shifting allegiance tended to make politicians of both parties nervous.
His support of Dillon was a bonus for Cutting in the long run. On 20
December 1927 Senator Jones died, and Governor Dillon appointed
Cutting to serve in Jones's place until the next election. 49 This led to an .
unusual situation in the election of 1928 when Cutting ran against Demo- ,
crat J.S. Vaught of Deming for a full six-year term of office while four
months still remained of Jones's term. For the second Senate seat, the
Republicans nominated O. A. Larrazolo, and he defeated his Democratic
opponent, Juan Vigil. During this short term, Larrazolo took an active
part in government and served on the Public Lands Committee. so Cutting defeated Vaught giving the state two Republican U.S. senators. Republicans were back in the saddle again.
The sweeping success of New Mexico's Republican candidates in
1928 probably resulted from two factors. Popular nominees ran for the
chief offices, and the presidential candidacy of Al Smith hurt Democrats across the board. Certainly, Republican successes must have exceeded their wildest expectations. In addition to the Senate vote, the
state elected Albert G. Simms, an Albuquerque lawyer and politician,
over incumbent Congressman John Morrow who had held office for
three terms. Governor Dillon retained his position as chief executive,
the first governor to succeed himself in office. He defeated his Democratic opponent from Eddy county, "New Mexico's cowpuncher attorney general, Robert C. Dow, who has slept many a night on the range
. with his saddle for a pillow."si
When Al Smith became the first Catholic to run for president, the
state's newspapers seemed to campaign more against Smith than for
Herbert Hoover. Of course, Smith's religion could hardly be held against

38

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1995

him in New Mexico, but his lower-east-side accent and "The Sidewalks
of New York" theme song created an unfavorable image in much ofthe
West. Even the Carlsbad Current~Argusand the Roswell Daily Record
could not support a candidate who presumably knew little about western life and problems. S2 Hoover managed to carry every county in the
state. Of the selected counties, only in Grant was the presidential vote
even close, 50.7 percent-49.1 percent. Otherwise, Republican percentages were higher than ever before. SJ
Republican political success was doomed to end much sooner than
anyone expected. Warren Beck wrote that ironically, "The first man to
be elected to a second term, Governor Dillon in 1928 was to preside at
the liquidation of the Republican party in New Mexico."s4 Although the
party kept its control of the state senate for one more term, Republican
domination of politics and patronage, which had wavered throughout
two decades of statehood, would soon come to an end. In 1930 the New
Mexican encouraged more voter registration in Santa Fe by reminding
its readers that new election laws were in effect. Avoter "must appear
in person or send a signed certificate, properly witnessed. "ss
The state constitution, while putting few restrictions on the right of
adult males to vote, had empowered the legislature to decide how elections were to be conducted. Various laws were subsequently passed
concerning individual problems. ~ne example was the introduction of
the Australian ballot in 1918 which was to give the voter the right to a
secret ballot. All aspects of the election machinery were not clearly defined, however:until the Election Code of 1927. This code stipulated
that voter registration must be done by personal oath and certification.
Swearing to any false information was made a felony punishable by one
year in the penitentiary. For the first time the entire voting process, (rom
registration to submission of the final count, was made explicit. S6 .
The election· of 1930 would see another reversal of political success. The New Mexican quoted from the Silver City Independent: "The
trend is all in favor of the Democratic and independent voters combining for the winning of the fall election.... Depressi,on has come upon
us and is likely to remain for many months. "S7 This mild assessment
was hardly a prediction of the economic collapse ahead and the comparable 9011apse of Republican power across the entire country.
That year the Democrats nominated Arthur Seligman, a native Santa
FeaIi, as gubernatorial candidate, and he defeated Clarence M. Botts,
his opponent from Albuquerque. In the senatorial contest Democrat Sam
Bratton held his office with an even higher percentage Of the vote than
Republican Cutting had received two years earlier. Bratton carried every county except nine and made substantial gains over Cutting's vote
in those nine counties. S8 He defeated Herbert B. Holt, a former state
senator from Las Cruces. In the congressional race Democrat Dennis
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Chavez defeated the incumbent Albert G. Simms. s9 The rush toward the
Democratic party had begun in earnest. Only the staunch Republican
counties-Rio Arriba, San Miguel, and Santa Fe-clung to their old party
loyalty, but even there the majorities dwindled.
The election of 1932 has been subjected to much analysis. As the
Republican party liked to take credit for the "boom" of the twenties, so
the public turned against it when that period of growth ended. As stated
earlier, agricultural workers throughout the country had never participated in the economic success of the 1920s. New Mexico was still predominantly rural in the 1930s, and many changed party loyalty in the
hope of some relief. The state's voters gave Roosevelt 62.9 percent of
their presidential votes, but he failed to carry the counties of San Miguel
and Valencia. 60 Divisiveness still afflicted the Republican party, as the
Old Guard tried desperately to cling to some vestige of waning power.
The more "reform" segments of both parties looked to Bronson Cutting
for leadership. Thus, Senator Cutting was in the peculiar position of
leading many progressive Republicans into a fusion ticket with the
Democrats. He also vigorously supported Roosevelt, an old friend from
earlier and happier days.61 Still asserting his membership in the Republican party, Cutting supported the fusion ticket and helped to ensure
Republican defeat in November.
Noting that the depression would be "reflected in the campaign this
fall," the New Mexican suggested that both parties should conduct a
short campaign. Long and expensive campaigns "might not take too
well at this time."62 The seating of delegates at the Republican state convention caused a good deal of hassle as both feuding elements fought
to be seated. "Because I refused to'accept the principles of the Hannett
election code I left the Democratic party," Cutti ng told the convention. 63
Then because he refused to compromise in any way with the Old Guard,
he led the progressives out of the convention. For a brief time they con- .
sidered fielding their own ticket. 64
When Cutting, along with his many followers, gave his support to
the Democratic candidates, the election results seemed a foregone conclusion. For governor the Democrats nominated Governor Seligman
while the Republicans nominated their former vote-getter, Richard
Dillon. Seligman was elected for a second term.
Although Rio Arriba's Republican majorities had dwindled in the
election of 1930, the 1932 election was the first time the county ever
went Democratic. Accepting the fusion ticket, the county voted overwhelmingly for Democrats in the chief offices, thus joining the state
and national trend. This was also the first time the state senate came
under control of the Democrats. With twenty Democrats and four Re-
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publicans, the majority was greater than the feuding Republicans had
ever enjoyed. 6s Rio Arriba and the state senate was enough to give the
Grand Old Party fatal palpitations.
Furthermore, a major shift had taken place in national party philosophy between the Civil War and the election of 1932. As illustrated
in the first state elections of 1911 and 1912, elements of the Republican
party had begun to champion the rights of the less fortunate just as it
had claimed the right of slaves to be free. A conflict with powerful special interests led the party in a different direction. Special interests also
controlled much of the Democratic party, but-though often reluctantly-it effectively welcomed the dissident reform groups into its ranks
to swell the number of voters..
Under Woodrow Wilson the Democrats had begun to achieve a reputation for helping the powerless rank and file politically with measures
like the initiative, referendum, recall, and primaries; furthermore, Wilson added welfare programs and other forms of government subsidy.
With the widespread suffering that disrupted life during the 1930s, many
voters were willing to give the Democrats a chance.
In summary, probably three elements combined to change the state's
political orientation in the early 1930s: political philosophy, the depression economy, and the changing character of the population. Historian
F. Chris Garcia mentions the early statehood years as the time of "a
strong political party system and a high-to-average level of participation in elections. "66 This lively interest was often centered around per:.
sonalities and local issues when the sparse population tended to make
the individual feel that his voted really counted (see Table 5). Then the
dismal economy undoubtedly lured many into the Democratic fold as
they hoped to elect officials who would do something to ease their plight.
Always a poor state, New Mexico's per capita income in 1932 was $209,
52 percent of the national average. 67 Finally, immigration was changing
the character of the state's population. Anglos diminished the Hispanic
majority. Southeastern New Mexico, commonly referred to as "little
Texas," and urban Albuquerque were growing rapidly, for example,
chiefly with Democratic voters.
During territorial times and early statehood, the programs of the
Republican party had seemed vital to New Mexico's interests. These
included "tariff protection for wool and lead, the promotion of irrigation projects, an attempted solution to the land-grant question, and the
maintenance offederal facilities, particularly military ones. "68 Changing times brought changing priorities.
Much of the political action in New Mexico has always been
internecine struggle between liberals and conservatives. Therefore, the
struggles for power and patronage continued, even though the Democraticmajorities had replaced the Republican.
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TABLE 1: POPULATION OF EIGHT NEW MEXICO COUNTIES 1900-1930
COUN1Y

!2!!!!

%aIANGE

1910

% CHANGE

BFRNAllllD

28630

-17.'

23606

26.'

rnAVFZ

ifTT3

~3

16850

OOlFAX

10150

62.2

FDDY

3229

GRANT

%aIANGE

1930

298"

'22

45430

-28.3

1207'

619

19549

16460

309

21550

-11.1

19157

284

12400

-26.5

9116

140.7

21939

12883

15

14813

48.1

21939

-13.2

19050

RIOARRIBA

13m

20.7

16624

17.6

19552

9.4

21381

SANMIGUEL

22053

4

22930

-{)3

22867

3.4

23636

SANTA FE

14658

56.4

14770

1.8

15030

30.2

19567

1920

TABLE 2: . NEW MEXICO POPULATION
1850-1930
CENSUSVEAR

POPULATION

% CHANGE

1850

61547

1860

93546

51.9

1870

91874

-1.8·

1880

119565

30.1

1890

160282

34.1

1900

195310

21.9

1910

327301

67.6

1920

360350

10.1

1930

423317

17.5

• In 1860 the Arizona territory was still included in the
New Mexico count. By the 1870 census Arizons had
been split from NeW Mexico.
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TABIE3: CANDIDAlES .

!MR

PRESIDENf

~
,

REPRESENI'ATIVE

GOVERNOR

1911

W. Wilocm(O)*

AIIat FoB (R)*

H.F~(O)*

W.e. McllaI.Id (0)*

WmH.Taft(R)

Tbomoo Ca!I<lD (R)*

NatbmJaIfa (R)

HoImBIlIlIUIIl(R)

M.C. Do Baca (P)

T.C. Ri-. (S)

T. ROOIlOWII (P)

A. Egun(S)
H. Fcrpocn (0)

1914

B.C. FcmmIoz (R)*

1916

W. W...... (O)*

A.A. J<lIICO(O)*

W.B. walim (0)*

E.C. Do Baca (0)*

a... E. Hugla (R)

Frank JUibcII (R)

B.C. Ilomurloz (R)

HoImBIlIlIUIIl(R)

W.P. Motcolf (S)

A. Egun(S)

N.A. WcIIo(S)

W.8. Wallm (0)

G.A. IUcbudoon (0)

FcIix Garcia (0)

AIborI FoB (R)*

1918

1920

B.C._(R)*

O.A. LanazoIo (R)*

J...... CaK(O)

ADlmio Luocro (0)

R.H. HanlIl (0)

W...... !falding (R)*

-~(R)*

M.C. McdJom (R)*

AJ. McllaI.Id (SIF-L)

W.E. McGmlh (SIF-L)

A.A.J<lIICO(O)*

Jan Morrow (0)*

J...... IIinkIo (0)*

S.B.lJovio, Jr. (R)

A. OIcro-W........

C.L.1Iill (R)

Jan W. IJlMo (0)

SenBn_(O)*

Jan Morrow (0)*

A.T. IIamctt (0)*

Cal CooIidF (R)*

Holm BIlIlIUIIl (R)

J. Felipe H1NlcII (R)

M.....,j B. Olcro (R)

RollI. LofoIIcat; (P)

A.C.V_(p)

C.M. Ann!lJm& (P)

G.B. Palltllla1 (P)

Jan Morrow (0)*

A.T. Iwn:ll (0)

han ScdiIIo (R)

RC. Una. (R)*

1m

1924

1926

1928

AI SmiIh (0)

J.S. V-UBI- (0)

Jan Morrow (0)

R.C.Dow(O)

Herbert Hoo\OOr (R)*

BI<DI<I1 ~ (R)*

A.G. S'arml (R)*

RC. Una. (R)*

Sen Bnaon (0)*

Dcmio a..vcz (0)*

AtlIaa Scligmm (0)*

Ilo_HoII(R)

A.G. SiInm (R)

aa-ce lid.. (R)

JumV.pl(O)
O.A. UrnzoIa (R)*

1930

1931

Dcmio

FnmIdin ROOIlOWII (0)*

a..vcz (0)*

Jao: Annijo (R)

IlodlOrt H"",,", (R)
Noamn Tbomoo (S)

*

IlcD::Ja W"tmer

AtlIaa Seligmm (0)*
R.C. DiIJm (R)
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TABLE 4: NEW MEXICO TOTALS 1912-1932
~

1912

DEMOCRAT
REPUBLICAN
OTHER
TOTAL

1914

DEMOCRAT
REPUBLICAN
OTHER
TOTAL

1916

DEMOCRAT
REPUBLICAN
OTHER
TOTAL

1918

DEMOCRAT
REPUBLICAN
OTHER
TOTAL

1920

DEMOCRAT
REPUBLICAN
OTHER
TOTAL

1922

DEMOCRAT
REPUBLICAN
OTHER
TOTAL

1924

DEMOCRAT
REPUBLICAN
OTHER
TOTAL

1926

DEMOCRAT
REPUBLICAN
OTHER
TOTAL

1928

DEMOCRAT
REPUBLICAN
OTHER
TOTAL

1930

DEMOCRAT
REPUBLICAN
OTHER
TOTAL

1932

DEMOCRAT
REPUBLICAN
OTHER
TOTAL

~

~

20437

41.4
35.9
22.7

ln33
11206
49376

33527
31152
2108
66787

46684
'57634
1104
105422

48542
54745
9543
112830

48211
69645
161
118017

95089
54217
1911
151217

50.2
46.6
3.2

SEN.

~

40.9
59
0.1

62.9
35.9
1.3

~

GOV.

~

22139
17900
8527
48566

45.6
36.9
17.6

30610
27610
0
58220

52.6
47.4
0

19805
23812
2805
46422

42.7
51.3
6

33981
30609
2028
66618

51
45:9
3

32592
32042
2050
66684

48.9
48.'1
3.1

32732
31524
2117
66373

49.3
47.5
3.2

22470
24322
531
47323

47.5
51.4
1.1

22627
23862
564
47053

48.1
50.7
1.2

22433
23752
847
47032

47.7
50.5
1.8

49436
54672
1290
105398

46.9
51.9
1.2

50755
54426
1004
106185

47.8
51.3
0.9

44.3
54.7
1

43
48.5
8.5

~

60969
48721
818
110508

55.2
44.1
0.7

59254
49698
871
109823

54
45.3
0.8

60317
49363
851
110531

54.6
44.7
0.8

' 57355
54558
3128
115041

49.9
47.4
2.7

57802
53960
1126
112888

51.2
47.8
1

56183
55984
2926
115093

48.8
48.6
2.5

55433
52075
287
107795

51.4
48.3
0.3

52523
56294
274
109091

48.1
51.6
0.3

49913
68070
4
117987

42.3
57.7
0

56045
61208
0
117253

47.8
52.2
0

52550
65967
99
118616

44.3
55.6
0.1

69362
48699
256
118317

58.6
41.2
0.2

65228
47955
296
113479

57.5
42.3
0.3

62789
55026
274
118089

53.2
46.6
0.2

94764
52905
1899
149568

63.4
35.4
1.3

83612
67406
1518
152536

54.8
44.2
1
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TABLE 5: NEW MEXICO ELECTIONS 1912-1932
1911

!2H

!lli

1m

1920

!2ll

1924

12M

1928

1930

1932

333911
91825
49376

347130
95461
66787
69.96%

353740
97279
47323
48.65%

360350
175310
105422
60.13%

372944
181437
110508
60.91%

385537
187564
112830
60.16%

398130
193690
107795
55.65%

410724
199817
118017
59.06%

423317
216950
118317
54.54%

445017
228071
151217
66.30%

29855

67.31"10

32970
70.45%

36085
81.99%

39200
69.55%

42315
74.31%

45430
61.30%

50222
70.90%

13570
52.33%

15065
5253%

16559
41.66%

18054
51.10%

19549
45.38%

20435
61.08%

Z
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Population
Estimated # of Voters
Actual Votes
Percent Voting

53.71"10

340521
93643
46422
49.57%

BemaHlIo

Population
Percent Voting

24856
55.08%

26106
59.12%

27355
68.98%

28605
48.02%

Ch~esCo.

Population
Percent Voting

16850
55.02%

16850
36.46%

16850
72.12%

·12075*

45.41"/0

12075
65.46%

Colfax Co.

Population
Percent Voting

17478
59.49%

18496
46.22%

19514
72.40%

20532
46.44%

21550
57.80%

21072
67.40%

20593
72.94%

20115
61.89%

19636
72.50%

19157
63.92%

19069
77.26%

Eddy Co.

Population
Percent Voting

12400
47.68%

12400
31.47%

12400
56.95%

9116
35.94%

9116

58.41"10

10461
44.72%

11806
40.53%

13152
38.82%

14497
40.14%

15842
31.19%

17536
49.76% .

Grant Co.

Population
Percent Voting

16238
47.96%

17664
47.08%

19089

20514
5233%

21939*
38.50%

21361
38.65%

20783
43.99%

20206

8241"10

. 37.81"10

19628
42.43%

19050
45.52%

19250
48.61%

~

RIo Aniba Co.

Population
Percent Voting

17210
56.39%

17796
59.34%

18381
69.65%

18967
51.76%

19552
63.55%

19918
60.95%

20284
68%

20650
67.76%

21015
64.41%

21381
59.76%

22175
72.42%

.....

San Miguel Co.

Population
Percent Voting

22917
70.66%

22905
67.49%

22892
82.88%

22880
61.90%

22867
85.66%

23021
80.51%

23175
68.61%

23329
75.44%

23482
77.35%

23636
70.80%

24491
83.34%

Santa Fe Co.

Population
Percent Voting

14822
71.10%

14874
68.39%

14926

15030
65.10%

15938
76.88%

16845
8294%

17753
78.86%

18660

79.31"10

14978
57.71%

84.61"10

19567
75.75%

21819
84.01"10
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Such Is Luck: The Mining Career of
Edward L. Doheny in New Mexico,

1880-1891
MARTIN ANSELL

,

Inthe final months of 1925, as Edward Doheny, the California oil magnate, and Albert Bacon Fall, the former secretary of the Interior, anxiously waited for the first of the "Teapot Dome" trials to begin, they
maintained a correspondence which offered some refuge from the worsening oil scandal. In one of his letters to Fall, Doheny reached back
over the years to reflect on the time he spent living in New Mexico in
the mining camps ofthe Black Range. Prompted by the receipt of some
newspaper articles about New Mexico from the early 1880s, Doheny
made a brief but suggestive comment to Fall about a part of his past
which has r.emained hidden for over a century. Those news articles
brought back a flood of memories, many pleasant, but some disquieting, and Doheny admitted that he was glad that there was no record of
those years beyond the recollections of a few people still alive who had
been there with him. 1
Doheny rarely commented on this part of his past, and, since his
death in 193 5,historians and other writers have failed to penetrate the
cloud of obscurity, both incidental and deliberate, which surrounds
Doheny's years in New Mexico. 2 The best explanation for Doheny's
reticence, as he suggested to Fall, was his reluctance to challenge the
memory of his past with specific information. During the legal battles
of the 1920s, however, as he stood accused of having bribed Albert Fall
to gain valuable naval oil reserve lands in California, Doheny relied on
accounts of his early years as a prospector and miner to prove that he .
was no flaccid Wall Street tycoon. His New Mexico experience proved
that Doheny was a man intimately acquainted with the frontier code of
honesty, hard work, and loyalty to friends.
Martin Ansell is a doctoral candidate in history at the University of Texas at Austin
and is completing a biography of Edward L. Doheny which emphasizes his role as a businessman and details the development of his oil companies..
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When public interest in the oil scandal"demanded more information
about the men involved, journalists from major newspapers and magazines began to comb the hills of New Mexico, hunting for valuable nuggets of Doheny's past. Not surprisingly, what they pieced together from
local stories and interviews bore a striking resemblance to the fictionalized hero of a western novel. Bertie Charles Forbes set the tone for these
articles in a chapter on Doheny in his 1923 book, Men Who are Making
the West. Forbes portrayed the young Doheny as an indomitable fortune seeker who hardly differed from the "dare-devil westerners," except that he did not indulge in alcohol, tobacco, or cards. Instead, like
some combination from Bret Harte and Horatio Alger, Doheny understood that "only the fittest could survive the life he planned to lead in
rugged, unsettled regions overrun with wild animals and even wilder
men." Forbes's euphoric account celebrated Doheny's experiences in
New Mexico as being nothing less than "thrillingly, throbbingly, American.")
As litigation proceeded, Doheny traded heavily on the public's interest in his past, creating the impression of himself as an important
person in the early history of southwestern New Mexico, especially in
the town of Kingston. During his testimony at each trial, Doheny reiterated the same basic story: that he was responsible for opening up the
new mining district in the Black Range; that Kingston itself sat on the
mines he and a partner discovered; that he was the owner of some of
the most prominent mining claims in the area; that he owned the
Kingston town site; that he had been the schoolteacher in Kingston for
a time; that at one point during his years in New Mexico, he fell down
an open mine shaft and broke both of his legs, studied law while in the
hospital, passed an exam to be admitted to the territorial bar, became a
partner in a law firm in Silver City, and practiced law in the district for
a short time; and finally, even though he never struck it rich, that he had
been very successful at mining in Kingston. 4 For almost seventy years
this has remained the accepted story_ Doheny's confidence in the lack
of records to the contrary, there is enough information to give a different but no less compelling rendering of his life during the 1880s.
Edward Doheny was twenty-four years old when he arrived in New
Mexico in 1880. Mter graduating from the high school in his home town
of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, in 1872, when he was just sixteen, Doheny
left horne the same year and headed west. 5 He spent several years prospecting throughout the region from the Black Hills of Dakota to Colorado and Arizona. His New Mexico mining career began in Lake Valley,
where he lived while prospecting throughout the southwestern corner
of the territory. During this period, Doheny was among the first contingent of miners into the Black Range and his claim to have been the original locator of the mines upon which Kingston was built is essentially
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accurate. On the ninth and tenth of November 1880, Doheny and four
other men located two of the first mines in the area, the Mountain Chief
and the Miner's Dream. These properties, however, sat alongside a mine,
located just a week earlier by H. W. Elliott, called the Iron King, which
eventually gave Kingston its name. 6
From 1880 until 1883 Doheny kept his horne base in Lake Valley,
where he owned several town lots and a small adobe house. From this
central location Doheny may have spent much of his time, for at least a
few years, pursuing the nomadic life on the frontier which held such
romantic appeal. It was probably Doheny's remembrances of this period which prompted Forbes's assertion that "rarely did Prospector
Doheny sleep under other ceiling than the wide heavens. Each night he
lay down with his faithful rifle at his side, his six-shooter ready for
action and a hunter's knife at his belt." Forbes noted a wistful gleam in
Doheny's eye when he avowed that he still preferred the "habitations
of nature to the habitations of man."7
This was the period when Doheny made some respectable profits
from his mining ventures. In fact, Doheny had his two best years in
1882 and 1883 after he located and sold several mining claims for a substantial amount of money. This spate of activity began when Doheny
and his partner located the Phoenix and the Old Reliable Mines in May .
1882. In July of the same year, he purchased the remaininghalfofthese
claims for $150. 8 After holding on to the claims for almost a year, and
perhaps developing them himself to prove their value, Doheny sold them
'
in July 1883 for $6000. 9
.
In late August of 1882 Doheny filed claims for the Brilliant and the
Maud Muller Mines and a few weeks later he sold a two-thirds interest
in both mines for $1000: 10 These were such good locations that the buyer
purchased Doheny's remaining one third interest two weeks later for an
additional $4000. II In a promotional brochure printed by the Kingston
Tribune in 1883, the editor wrote that even the ground around the Brilliant Mine was covered with large chunks of silver-bearing ore, and he
considered it such a good piece of property that if "intelligently developed" it would surely prove equal to its name. 12
That Doheny would immediately sell out his share of such a potentially profitable investment illustrates the economics of prospecting. Extensive mining for ore demanded capital resources far beyond the means
of the independent prospector. As the history of western mining has
shown, profits rarely carne without extensive financial investment. Once
the prospector-tumed-miner started to work his claims, he was caught
in a bind between struggling along while hoping for a big strike, or tak-
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ing on credit from outside sources, usually eastern investors. The first
choice could lead to tremendous frustration as years of backbreaking
labor failed to produce the illusive bonanza. The second option almost
always ensured that someone other than the original locator, or mine
owner, would be the one to reap any reward; Without the money to develop what they discovered, most prospectors.could not afford to hold
on to a property any longer than it took to sell it to the next person.
Similarly, while Doheny prospected out of Lake Valley, he repeatedly
sold good properties for an initial payoff and did not attempt to work
any of them for a steady income.
Just a week after selling the Brilliant, Doheny also sold his lot and
house in Lake Valley to the camp's blacksmith for another $600. 13 The
official mining notices list him as a resident of Lake Valley at least
through February 1883, when he made another quick profit by purchasing two additional town lots for $125 on the thirteenth and selling them
four days later for twice what he paid. 14 Thus, for the year between July
1882 and 1883, Doheny earned a total of $12,575 from the sale of his
various properties.
By 1883 Doheny was successfully operating in the Black Range
mining district of Grant County and had been at least temporarily established in Kingston during the first months of its founding in the fall
of 1882. Within a short period of time, this move became more than just
a change of location. When he came to Lake Valley in 1880, Doheny
was hardly different from the hundreds of other prospectors trying their
luck in a new area. In August of 1883 the focus of his activities shifted
dramatically when he married a local Kingston woman named Carrie
Lou Ella Wilkins, the daughter of a widow who ran one of th'e local
hotels. Carrie and her mother, Mariah Brophy, were pioneers of the camp
and came to Kingston "when the brush on MaIn street was so thick that
no person could ride through it."15 Less than a year later, on 7 August
1883, Carrie, who was twenty, and Edward, who was just three days
shy of his twenty-seventh birthday, were married in Silver City.16 Afterward, they returned to make Kingston their home.
By this time Kingston had also settled down from the raucous boom
town it had been in the beginning and became just another struggling
silver camp. Despite the estimations that thousands of people lived in
Kingston during the early months, Edward and Carrie were among the
379 residents living in and around Kingston in June 1885, according to
the special Territorial Census of New Mexico for that year. 17 The census
record also revealed that, although Doheny was nearly twenty-nine years
old, he was still on the youthful endof·a male population which averaged thirty-four for single men and forty for those who were married.
This married contingent totaled less than a third of the adult men, and
out of that number one-quarter lived alone without their families. In
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this sense, the camp was the least hospitable of the three major mining
centers in the area: Kingston, Hillsboro, and Lake Valley. Kingston had
the largest contingent of single men, the lowest percentage offamilies,
and the smallest ratio of .children to adults. From a demographic perspective, the Dohenys, husband, wife, and infant daughter, were out of
step with their environment.
Doheny's situation as both a miner and a family man is clearly defined by a comparison with Charles Canfield, another Kingston miner
who later shared Doheny's rise to fortune in California oil. Like Doheny,
Canfield came to the Black Range in the early 1880s. Hopeful that his
mining claims would amount to something, Canfield moved his wife
and child into the camp at Chloride, New Mexico, situated in the northern end of the district. But after only a year or two, Canfield had yet to
find paying ore and the situation in camp grew desperate. Forced to
send his wife to her relatives in Nebraska, Canfield once again took up
the life of the solitary prospector. Only now, he carried not just the pain
of being so far from his family, but the guilt associated with his decision to remain alone in New Mexico. 18 Although Canfield eventually
became a local legend after striking a rich vein of silver ore in the
Comstock mine at Kingston, he endured several years of lonely deprivation before his luck changed. Canfield was one of just a handful of
miners to actually succeed in making money from his labor. Most prospectors in Kingstonjusthung on until debt and depression forced them
back home or on to the next mining area.
While Doheny's position as one of the small number offamily men
in Kingston spared him the extended periods of loneliness and isolation
so common to a miner's life, it did nothing toeliminate the uncertainty
and frustration of mining itself. From the available records it is clear
that not only did Doheny never strike it big in Kingston, but that at
times he barely made any money at all. With his wife and daughter beside him, Doheny certainly experienced the kind of pressure Canfield
sought to avoid when he sent his family back home. Such responsibilities coupled with the demands of a mining career pulled iDen in opposite directions, and Doheny would suffer under those constraints for
his remaining years in New Mexico.
After living at the Occidental Hotel with Carrie's mother at the time
of the 1885 census, the Dohenys moved into a house on the south side
of Main Street the next year. In March 1886, Doheny purchased the
Occidental, complete with furnishings, for $650 and three months later
sold it to his mother-in-law for $350. Lest the name invoke a grander
image than it deserves, a surviving picture of the hotel reveals a typical
two-story frame structure along Kingston's Main Street. Roughly ten
to fifteen feet across the front and probably no more than thirty feet
deep, the hotel exuded the same rickety quality as the rest of the camp.
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At first glance, absorbing a $300 loss on the property seems to indicate
flush times, but it was more likely that Edward and Carrie were fulfilling an obligation to help secure a livelihood for Mariah Brophy. Doheny
was, for the most part, strapped for cash.
How could Doheny have gone through the $12,000 he earned in Lake
Valley in just two years? The answer touches again on the major financial obstacles for prospectors like himself. One mining expert writing in
1882 used a New Mexico mine as a hypothetical case and estimated the
cost oflocating and developing a mine for a one-year period at $10,000. 19
Given the costs involved it is no wonder that the Kingston-Hillsboro
press reserved its harshest criticism for local business people who refused to invest in the "starved miner," when he was spending his last
cent to develop his claim. 20 That Doheny seems to have been among
this struggling group suggests that, after he and Carrie settled in
Kingston, he did little prospecting and tried to work his existing claims
with disastrous financial consequences.
,
From the fall of1886 until December 1889, the county records reveal the Dohenys' dwindling resources. Several times during this period, circumstances forced them to borrow money. These were not the .
strategic business transactions of someone with the resources to sustain them, but the recurring small loans of people living on the edge.
This process began in September 1886 when Doheny mortgaged a quarter interest in the Mountain Chief mining claim to the Percha Bank for
$200 on a ninety-day note. The following month he and Carrie gave the
deed to their Kingston house to Vincent Wallace, a local banker, for
$500. By December Wallace loaned Doheny another $272.50, secured
by both the quarter interest in the Mountain Chief plus a quarter interest in the Mammoth mine, located by Doheny just the month before.
The next summer Doheny had enough money to pay back the house
loan on 16 July 1889 and cancel the debts on his mining claims on the
18th. But in late August he again turned the house and lots over to the
bank for $300 in gold coin. This time the bank kept the note for over
two years, until the day Edward and Carrie left Kingston in December
1889. 21
Although it took Doheny several years before he gave up, he had
been carrying the seeds of doubt and depression with him for a long
time. He expressed these thoughts clearly in a letter written to a former
mining associate in July 1886:
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You know I lost on every partner I had, that I could have sold
time and again without them. But there is no use of complaining about what we have missed. The Comstock claim which we
gave to Johnnie Roach and Dan Ferguson has turned out
$400,000 in three months, ... and neither the Miner's Dream or
Mountain Chief have produced a dollar, such is luck. 22
The letter out of which this passage was taken is the only piece of contemporary material from Doheny's own hand that has yet been found. 23
But his tone of resignation speaks volumes about the essence of his
years in New Mexico.
Also telling is the fact that this letter survived only because it was
filed away as an exhibit in one of Doheny's many legal confrontations
over mining claims. Mining camps were notoriously litigious communities, because of the potential profits from the mines and the haphazard
manner in which most mining claims were filed. Miners often found
themselves in protracted legal disputes, and Doheny was no exception.
For example, in the case cited above, Doheny found himself in court
because a former partner failed to repay an old grubstake. Doheny indirectly benefitted from that loan when he teamed up with the man who
received the money. In fact, this was the financial backing which allowed them to establish some of the first mines in the Kingston area,
including the Miner's Dream. By the time the original benefactor asked
for his money back, the partner in question was nowhere to be found,
leaving Doheny and his remaining associates to answer the charges.
Without any money between them, Doheny and his partners could only
offer the complainant an equitable share of the profits, if they found a
buyer for the claim.
Some months later, Doheny was able to sell at least part of the
Miner's Dream to an agent for a New York company. The agent then
hired two local miners, named Maxfield and Sparks, to begin work on
the property. While performing their duties, the two workers discovered a defect in the way the mine was originally located, allowing them
to relocate the claim for themselves. Perhaps with deliberate sarcasm,
they named their new possession the "Lost Mine."
The District Court upheld this turn of events which left Maxfield
and Sparks free to work the mine on their own behalf. But this did not
settle the issue and, despite Doheny's previous disillusionment with the
mine, it is clear that the Miner's Dream was worth fighting over. Apparently, with the law behind them, the new owners were confident enough
in their position that it took them some time before they returned to
work on the mine. When they finally arrived on the property, they found
that Doheny and a crew of miners had preempted the Court's decision
and were in physical possession of the mine. Accusations and threats

54

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1995

flew from both sides. Doheny's group was armed with rifles and held
their position with an aggressive show of force. Maxfield and Sparks
also resorted to arms but failed to force Doheny from the property.
Finally, the contending parties turned to the District Court and filed
charges of "rioting" against each other. The local reporter following the
case heaved a great sigh of relief when the legal system gained control
of what he sensed could have been a "bloody affray."24 At the trial
Doheny contended that Maxfield and Sparks had not done the necessary work to keep their claim in effect and disputed the supposed problems with the original location markers of the claim. But by this time
the case had become so convoluted that nothing made sense and Doheny
could not convince the jury to rule in his favor. In spite of this loss,
Doheny was so adamant that he even made an unsuccessful attempt to
send the case to the territorial supreme court. 2~
This legal failure finished offwhat had been a dismal year all around.
The first months of 1887 in particular were so bad that it is a wonder
that Doheny stayed in Kingston for as long as he did. Ironically, the
year started off well enough when Doheny joined with three other
Kingston men to form the Satisfaction Mining Company. Like most of
the other mining companies in the district, they depended on outside
capital for their funds and established a main office in St. Louis to promote the property and handle investments. The Kingston men filled the
administrative positions needed at the site of the Satisfaction Mine. The
owner of the hardware store in Kingston, F. A. Urban, became president
of the company, and Doheny worked as mining superintendent. 26
Early on, the Satisfaction Mine produced well, and by 4 March 1887
the local paper noted that yet another strike had been made on the property in a "magnificent" body of ore three feet wide. 27 But hardly more
than a week later, on 15 March, the mine closed down operations in
Kingston. The paper provided no information on what had gone wrong,
beyond noting that thirteen men had lost their jobs and that the company owed them three months back pay. No one representing the mine
had an explanation for what happened. 28 From subsequent events it
seems likely that the story about the new ore strike was greatly exaggerated and may have been nothing more than a last ditch effort to secure funds from local investors. Failing that, the Satisfaction Mining
Company collapsed.
This incident received no further comment in the local press. The
mining investors' section of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, however,
followed developments in Kingston. While the Satisfaction Mining Company was either too small or too new to receive direct attention, an adjacent mine, the Lochiel, had its story played out for St. Louis investors
and is worth examining as an analogue to Doheny's situation. According to the local manager, the Lochiel, the Satisfaction, and two other
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mines all sat along an independent vein of higher grade ore than that
found in the main mineral belt of Kingston, and all were producing well.
But this mineral notice appeared in the Globe-Democrat on 15 March,
the same day the Satisfaction mine shut down. 29 On 4 April 1887 the St.
Louis paper reported that the Lochiel had also succumbed. The stockholders of the Lochiel blamed the whole thing on gross mismanagement by the superintendent. The real story of the Lochiel, published
the following day, suggests what likely happened to the Satisfaction Mine
as well.
The paper reported that one of the Lochiel's directors, Charles
Greene, a St. Louis mining investor, formerly of Kingston, initiated an
internal power struggle among the members of the board, forcing the
stock price down from sixty cents to twelve and one-half cents per share.
Greene was the first·editor of the Kingston Tribune, the author of the
only contemporary analysis of the mines around Kingston, and no fool.
But he helped drive the Lochiel so far into debt that it failed, despite the
continued production of high-grade ore. Neither Greene nor his principal opponents on the board had.. . a. ny of their own money in the mine,
having received their stock free ofcharge when the company was organized. Thus, with no monetary constraints, the Globe-Democrat stated
that they simply argued and fought until the unsuspecting stockholders
ran out of money. Since Charles Greene was also one of the seven directors of the Satisfaction Mining Company, he probably treated both
mines s.imilarly. Although Doheny was a director of the Satisfaction
Mine, his primary role as mining superintendent may have made him as
much a scapegoat as it had his counterpart at the Lochiel. 30
While Doheny had little invested in the company besides several
months of his own labor, such an unmitigated disaster would have certainly darkened his outlook. After the failure of the Satisfaction Mining
Company in Marchand his defeat in the Maxfield trial in September,
Doheny might easily have given up on Kingston by the end of 1887.
There is no evidence to suggest why he stayed, except to continue work~
ing the claims he already held. The mining records for Sierra County do
not show that Doheny located, leased, or sold any more property, except to mortgage his house and lot to the bank in August 1887.
Over the next two years, Kingston continued to experience the periodic economic depressions that plagued it from the beginning. These
downturns resulted from a silver market constrained by national monetary policy as well as Kingston's own shortcomings. As a mining camp,
Kingston lacked the railroad connections and processing facilities necessary to take advantage of its mineral potential. And the inability to
draw in sufficient investment kept the camp at a standstill. It remained,
as one observer noted, a poor man's mining camp, a place where the
mines "pay from the grass roots. "31 Therefore, each successive down-
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turn in the local economy let loose another handful of miners who could
endure no longer. There were still a number of mining companies that
provided wage labor for some of those who stayed, and Doheny was
possibly one of many men who traded in the speculator's chance to
make a big strike for a limited but steady income during the spurts of
mining activity. In contrast to the unending claims about the wealth and
prosperity to<be found in Kingston, one Hillsboro reporter asserted that
the old saying "See Naples and die" ought to be changed to "See
Kingston and lie."32
Doheny's predicament summed up the situation precisely. Nothing
reflected the hard times and lack of opportunity better than the fact that
in July 1889, Edward Doheny, a relatively well-educated and experienced prospector and mine manager, took a job painting the new drug
store in Hillsboro. 33 By December, Doheny decided to leave Kingston.
An announcement in the Kingston paper stated that he and his family
were moving to Silver City, where "Mr. Doheny will study law under
Mr. [H. L.] Pickett, a well-known lawyer of this district."34
With respect to the various claims Doheny later made about his years
in New Mexico, there is no evidence to substantiate the story that his
study of law began after breaking both legs in a fall down a mine shaft.
If the local press did anything well, they scrupulously reported mining
accidents. Everything from twisted ankles to the most gruesome details
of premature explosions made it into the local paper. If a well-known
miner like Doheny would have had an accident serious enough to break
both his legs it would have been newsworthy, but there was no mention
of it in either the Kingston or Hillsboro papers.
Neither is there any evidence to support Doheny's assertion that he
was the owner of the Kingston townsite. Although he did own several
lots in town, he did not own the townsite and was not a member of the
. original Kingston Town Company.3S The ten men who formed that company remained prominent in the camp and owned many of the local
businesses. While Doheny was one of the pioneer prospectors in camp,
he never rose to the economic level of these other men. As for Doheny's
tenure as a schoolteacher, there is no solid evidence one way or the other.
But in Kingston's first chaotic months when necessity demanded action, Doheny's high school education might have made him a logical
choice to step in and assume the role. In Black Range Tales, the only
existing memoir of life in Kingston in the 1880s, James A. McKenna
provides some substantiation for this when he noted in passing that
Doheny needed more money than he was earning at the time if he was
going to marry Carrie: "He's only making forty dollars a month now,
teachin' school in these parts."36
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After capturing at least a sense of Doheny's life as a miner, it is
important to say something about his domestic situation as well. There
are some indications that Doheny's married life may have been as fraught
with uncertainty as his mining career. This was primarily the result of
Carrie's health, which apparently deteriorated while they were in New
Mexico and may have affected both her mental attitude and her physical ability to care for her family.
Like their male counterparts, Kingston's adult female population
reflected the fact that the camp developed toward the end of the mining
era. Many of the women had already endured repeated relocations from
the midwest to the Pacific Coast before coming to New Mexi~o. Most
of these Kingston women could easily be described as seasoned,
westerners. Their average age of thirty-one years old and the fact that
over 80 percent were married, reinforced their maturity and experience.
And with a total of just sixty-three women, aged eighteen or older in
1885, they shared strong common bonds. Though just twenty-two,
Carrie had her own daughter to care for and her mother nearby, and
probably fit in about as well as any young woman could have in an
otherwise male society.
To its credit, the western mining town often provided women with
economic opportunities not found elsewhere. From taking boarders into
their homes to opening up full-scale businesses, women in the mining
regions assumed new roles at odds with the idealized domesticity of the
East. As the adult daughter of a hotelkeeper, Carrie would have shared
many of the responsibilities of operating the hotel before she married
Edward and perhaps for as long as she continued to live in Kingston.
But life in the West did not insulate women from the social strictures of
the era, and Mrs. Doheny's social activities seemed to fit within those
conventions. From the Kingston news, it is clear that Carrie had above
average musical ability, that she sang in the church choir and often gave
solo performances during local musical productions. She also worked
. asa volunteer for the Ladies Episcopal Guild. Her efforts were not unappreciated. At one of the guild's benefits for the local hospital, a reporter noted that "Mrs. Doheny took the large audience by storm in her
charming song, 'The Wanderer's Return' ."37 These associations, along
with the occasional party or dance, formed the nucleus of reported
women's activities, and Carrie exercised all the options available to her
in Kingston. 38
Nevertheless, a different view of her personality can be found in an
incident retold by McKenna. He related an account from Johnny Moffitt,
another Kingston miner, who recalled that Doheny once came to him
asking for money to get Carrie medical attention. "The doctor says I
must get Carrie down to El Paso for treatment," Doheny told him, "and
I don't know where the money's coming from." Moffitt had the money,
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but he did not hand it over without hesitation. A clear medical emergency would have warranted unquestioned support, but this was apparently different. Even though Moffitt gave Doheny all the money he had
in his pocket, he remembered qualifying his generosity when he told
Doheny he would assist him because, "Carrie is a good woman even if
she is a bit excitable, and she deserves help."39
Two elements regarding Carrie's illness stand out: her malaise was
not life threatening, and a treatment could not be obtained anywhere
nearby. That Moffitt weighed the merits of Carrie's situation into his
decision to help implied that someone holding a contrary opinion might
have declined Doheny's request. Given the euphemisms employed to
describe women's behavior, health and medical problems, Moffitt's use
of the term "excitable" could have meant almost anything. Unfortunately,
withoutfurther evidence, Carrie's medical condition and the rest ofthe
Dohenys' personal life remains a mystery. 40
Despite whatever problems they endured in Kingston, the Dohenys
must have looked forward to starting a new year and a new life in Silver
City in 1890. Following his stated plans Doheny went to work for H. L.
Pickett as a mining consultant and presumably hoped to study law as he
worked. At least some of Doheny's duties were noted during the preparatory stages of a complicated mining case, begun in early February 1890,
for which Doheny was making detailed models of the mines and property involved. Yet, when the case came to trial in September, Doheny
was working for himself and served as an expert witness on behalf of
Pickett's client. 41 It is clear that Doheny did not stay with Pickett very
long, and, contrary to one ofthe cherished myths about his life, he never
became a lawyer. 42
Instead, four months after arriving in Silver City, Doheny gained a
commission as a notary public. A month later, in May 1890, he set up
an office to perform the filing work for mining claims and patents. 43
According to the official record, Doheny was the principal partner and
two other men, Howard H. Betts and Richard L. Powel, served as secretaries. Betts ran a local grocery and was active in Silver City politics,
while Powel was a United States Deputy Mineral Surveyor and a graduate of the Colorado School of Mines. 44 While it seems odd that two
prominent businessmen in town would serve as secretaries to a relative
newcomer, the best explanation for their association with Doheny is that
they acted only as sureties for the $500 bond necessary to secure his
appointment, beginning in June 1890.
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to have conducted much official notary business. None of the mining
patents published in the weekly news came from his office, and his notary status was not acknowledged in any other capacity.
After barely a month in town, Carrie performed her singing debut
at the Silver City Opera House where she gave a notable performance at
a benefit featuring local talent. 46 Her willingness to get involved so soon
after arriving, and the obvious success of her efforts make it very strange
that this was the only event to acknowledge her participation. Although
Carrie and Edward lived in Silver City for almost two years, she never
again appeared in any of the musical productions. Her declining health
was certainly part of the reason since, by the fall of 1890, the paper
noted that "Mrs. Doheny has been quite ill for the past week," and the
Kingston news also mentioned several trips by Mariah Brophy to Silver
City on account of her daughter's illness. 47 From various reports, Carrie was seriously ill for all of October and November. In March 1891,
Edward took her to El Paso for treatment once again. Although she'was
said to be improving by this time, she was also planning to visit San
Diego to convalesce because, according to the newspaper, her "general
health was seriously affected by the altitude."48
While Doheny's response to his wife's condition is unknown, it
certainly gave him more to worry over than just his new business. Although it is certain that Carrie's mother spent several weeks in Silver
City helping out, the pressure on Doheny to gain a steady income and
provide some stability for his family must have increased accordingly.
The need for quick money was probably one of the reasons he went
back to mining as his principal activity by November 1890 in partnership with another mining expert, J. C. Carrera. Both Doheny and Carrera
had served as mining consultants for H. L. Pickett and between them
would have had an excellent understanding of the local mining situatiop..
This new association began the month before when "Professor"
Carrera, as he appeared in the press; acquired interest in some leadmines
in the Pinos Altos Mountains. Two weeks later he started an operation
which brought in several experienced miners, including Doheny. At first
the Si lver City Enterprise referred to the arrangement simply as "Carrera
& Co. ," but by December it was known as "Carrera & Doheny. "~9 The
exact business relationship between the two men was unclear, but their
collaboration brought compliments from one mining reporter who saw
new fortunes on the rise:
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The skill employed in the opening up of the Alpha and Omega
mine, belonging to Huston & Thomas, west of Pinos Altos is
meeting with unprecedented success. The Messrs. Carrera &
Doheny since the inception of their management have uncovered lead riches which hitherto have had an existence only in
the imagination ofthe owners. so
The Alpha and Omega was one of the older properties in the area
and one of the best lead-bearing mines in the region. But it had fallen
victim to a poorly written tariff provision in 1873, imperiling the lead
mines of the western states by opening up direct competition with similar ore from Mexico. ,. Finally, under direct pressure from lead miners,
Congress included a duty on Mexican lead ore in the McKinley Tariff of
1890.'2 Therefore, Doheny and Carrera were taking advantage of a new
situation which made the Alpha and Omega an enviable possession once
again.
For the first several months, Carrera owned the lease on the Alpha
and Omega mine, and Doheny probably served as manager. This arrangement was shaken up in February 1891 when some kind of dispute erupted
among the men working the mine, and production stopped for several
days. Speculation arose about a change in mine management in early
March, and by the next month the Silver City Enterprise noted that
Doheny had bought out Carrera's share and had become a one-third
owner of the Alpha and Omega lease. By July everything seemed to be
going so well that the local reporter felt that Doheny and the owners of
the property were clearly "in bonanza. "'3
Unfortunately, nothing seemed to doom mines faster than announc~
ing their assured success. For ten months prior to July 1891, the newspaper printed no less than a dozen notices on the mine, including one
which claimed that the immense quantity of ore contained in the Alpha
and Omega would "soon give New Mexico a good name abroad, and
will greatly assist in restoring confidence in this county with the mining
world. ",. After July 1891, no further mention of the mine or Doheny's
connection to it appeared in the press. Without any other information
to the contrary, this abrupt silence on the matter seems ominous.
What is certain is that after a brief visit to Kingston in September
1891 to see his old friends, Doheny headed for California. It seems likely
that he might have gone to take Carrie on another convalescent trip, or
to visit her if she was already there. Regardless of what led him to California, Doheny became interested in some mining property near San·
Bernardino and decided to stay." This turned out to be a fateful move
since Doheny was only a year away from his epochal discovery of oil in
Los Angeles which ended his years as a frustrated miner from New
Mexico and began his climb to the top ranks of American business.
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Having followed Doheny for the eleven years he lived and worked
in New Mexico, how can his experience be understood? Clearly, it was
a pale reflection of the popular stories and his own testimony in the
1920s. But why did he choose not to tell the real story of a young man
struggling to provide for his family on the frontier? Perhaps Doheny's
ego, as one of the wealthiest men in the country by that time, and the
public mood of the decade combined to make the truth too prosaic. Also,
Doheny and his attorneys shrewdly used his New Mexico years as a
way to invest his youth and thus his later life with all the heroic symbols of the American West. For example, Doheny's attorney even asked
one jury if it was possible for a man who had "followed the trail~; of the
pioneer west" to bribe Albert Fall, a friend of his youth, and cheat the
land and country which had given him' his livelihood. 56 As a legal strategy it worked marvelously, and' it was generally acknowledged that
Doheny escaped conviction on the strength of his personality. One commentator stated explicitly that:
The character of Edward L. Doheny was an essential part of
this trial. A large part of America, its entire pioneer, man-toman development, was involved in his behalf. We think the jury
did an American deed in exonerating him. 57
Still, no matter how useful Doheny's embellished remembrances
were to his trial, he may have preferred almost any story to the' actual
truth. Specifically, this observation concerns his relationship with Carrie. Briefly stated, Edward and Carrie experienced serious marital trouble
after their move to California and divorced several years later. Whatever problems they carried with them from New Mexico were exacer~
bated almost immediately by the death of their daughter Eilieen in
December 1892. They did have another child, Edward Jr., the next year,
but that was obviously not a reason to stay together, and the couple
separated in the late 1890s. Doheny remained in Los Angeles, and Carrie moved to Oakland.
'
.
The real tragedy came in September 1900, when Carrie died of an
apparent accidental poisoning. 58 Contrary to the official finding, however, the circumstances surrounding Carrie's death suggest that she probably took her own life. Both the quantity and the manner in which she
ingested the fatal material indicate deliberate intent. 59 She may have also
been mentally depressed since her death came only a few weeks after
Doheny married his second wife, Estelle. The only thing certain about
this sad episode was that Doheny never referred to Carrie in any of his
reminiscences about New Mexico or his early years in California. His
stories always left the impression that he had been a bachelor until he
married Estelle in August 1900. 60 Perhaps the result of a combination of
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emotions too painful to evoke, Doheny sealed off his relationship with
Carrie for the re~t of his life. This helps to explain the melancholy tone
Doheny expressed when he wrote to Albert Fall about receiving the old
news items from New Mexico. As usual, he mentioned only the mines
and his part in their development without any reference to the person
with whom he once shared his life.
Carrie could not have been far from his thoughts whenever he was
forced to recall those early years in the Black Range. Unfortunately, while
Doheny's persistent re-creation of his time in New Mexico helped shield
him from his memories, it also diminished the opportunity to gain historical insight from his experience. Details of his life that can be extracted from other sources are tantalizing but incomplete. Although
Edward and Carrie Doheny lived through a full cycle of boom to bust in
the Kingston silver camp, all that remains oftheir experience is a sense
of economic hardship and unfulfilled aspirations. However uncommon
they may have been demographically, they ultimately typified the
struggle of the many thousands of people who gambled on the mines
and lost, and whose stories remain untold.
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s. B. Elkins: Business in New
Mexico's Early Banking Era,

1873-1875
ELIZABETH ROGERS

Stephen B. Elkins has been one of the most mysterious characters of his
era, despite a public life of over forty years. During his early career he
was essential to the sale of at least one land grant of nearly two million
acres and became president of the Territory's largest company. He
launched New Mexico's first bank. He served two consecutive terms as
Delegate to Congress from New Mexico. He acquired substantial wealth
in the Territory. He remained president of the First National Bank of
Santa Fe for thirteen years while residing in the East for ten of those
years. Very. little has been written, however, of Elkins's life or the extent
of his influence.
There appear to be several reasons for this curious phenomenon.
First, Elkins's rapid rise to power occurred amidst several events of a
controversial nature. Second, evidence concerning the facts of several
of his later business schemes was destroyed or mangled in poorly conducted investigations during his lifetime.lThe conduct and evidence of
these investigations is extremely difficult to trace today. The stringent
requirements of scholarship make examination of his life nearly impos~
sibJe. Third, one of New Mexico's primary historians, Ralph E. Twitchell,
was a business associate of Elkins and not an objective critic ofthe man
or the public official. Fourth, his career had at least three phases, each
invol¥ing residency in different locations.
.
Elizabeth Rogers has completed post-graduate work in English and Education at
West Virginia University and has contributed articles to the Charleston, West
Virginia Gazette and Daily· Mail on educational issues. She has been a speaker at an
educational forum conducted by the Heritage Foundation of Washington, D.C. She
expresses special thanks to AI Regensberg of the New Mexico State Records Center
and Archives, Homer Milford of Albuquerque, and Malcolm Ebright of Guadalupita·
for their assistan~e and contributions.
.
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It is important to note that Elkins's personality earned him the reputation of "manager" of events and people and caused him to be dubbed
"Smooth Steve" as early as his first race for Congressional Delegate. 2 In
this regard, three friends from his college years remained his staunch
allies throughout his lifetime. These friends and associates were Thomas Catron, Henry Waldo, and Richard Kerns. In Elkins's era, successful coalitions were crucial to the operation of versatile business
enterprise. Elkins's correspondence and business connections with these
men can be traced throughout his lifetime.
Elkins did not seem to favor a close examination of his career and
did not provide evidence to refute the charges of fraud which haunted
him throughout his life. Oscar Lambert, Elkins's biographer, offers a
purely "commemorative" account of his life, authorized by Elkins's family. Lambert's account of Elkins's career was the only one available until
1976 when John A. Williams published West Virginia and the Captains
ofIndustry. This book recounts the joint careers of Elkins and his fatherin-law, Henry Gassaway Davis.!
The controversial events leading up to Elkins's bid for New Mexico
Congressional Delegate includes: his defense. of William Rynerson in
the murder trial of Chief Justice John Slough, 1868, the sale of the Maxwell Grant, 1870, and his part in the legislative rebellion, 1871. There are
other notable events during these years for Elkins as well. He brought
Thomas Catron to New Mexico and sponsored his career. In January
1869, Catron succeeded Attorney General Merrill Ashurst, who tried
Rynerson in the celebrated 1868 trial. Twice Elkins resigned offices due
to business or political conflicts. 4 The events prior to 1872 are not the
subject of this essay, but serve to introduce Elkins, who had already
made a considerable fortune and established strong loyalties, as well as
enemies, in public life.
A close examination of Elkins's early period in New Mexico offers
several revealing incidents which might establish more light on the subject than has been shed over many years. It is an interesting study to
focus on Elkins as a businessman in the last two years of his residence
in New Mexico.
The economic survival of the territory depended upon the five or six
military forts that employed numerous civilians. An agricultural economy
prevailed, although New Mexico struggled to develop a mineral base as
well. Large ranches and established merchants supplied the forts with
provisions and several Indian reservations received some provisions
locally. Business and government were intricately linked. The primary
objective of the Territory was to spur the advent of rail service and
compete favorably for business against Texas on its southern border
and Colorado to the north.
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Miguel A. Otero, whose son was later governor of New Mexico,
member of the Board ofDirectors ofthe Maxwell Land Grant & Railway
Company, and associate of Elkins, agreed to become the agent for the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad in September 1873. Otero was
recruited for the service of acquiring a needed right-of-way in New
Mexico.' This same month marked a significant financial transaction
between Jerome Chaffee, Colorado Congressional Delegate, and Elkins,
then New Mexico Congressional Delegate. These local events also coincided with a national financial crisis which delayed the advance of westem railroad building for several years. That September marked the failure
of the Jay Cooke banking firm after which, for four months, the government released $26 million in greenbacks to support the nation's faltering
economy.
In 1873 Elkins's career had three phases. He was president of the
First National Bank of Santa Fe, president of the Maxwell Land Grant &
Railway Company, and the leading public official of the Territory. He
was a Republican when the national administration was Republican. The
Grant administration during these years became synonymous with scandal and Elkins later became a central figure in one of those scandals, the
Star Route Mail Frauds. 6
A broad look at the success of banking would be helpful. Otero, in
an account of his early career, relates. his observations on banking as
former cashier of the San Miguel National Bank of Las Vegas, founded in
1876. He explains how the banking business prospered in 1881, before
usury laws were enacted in the Territory. The prevailing rate of interest
was at eighteen percent with an additional charge of ten percent commission ifit was necessary to rediscount paper in New York. Profits from
loans, he claimed, were enormous "in buying and selling cattle, sheep
and horses ... so those who engaged in that line of business were quite
willing to allow the banks to take a good share of their profits."7 Of
course, more than one bank made competition for the more favorable
rate a factor.
.
During the month of the banking crisis, on 26 September 1873; there
was also a telegram from Denver to Elkins, as bank president, requesting issue of a letter certifying that fifteen thousand dollars in gold be
made payable to Martin B. Hayes, secretary to Jerome Chaffee of Denver, when a government patent was granted on the Santa Rita copper
mine in Grant County, New Mexico. The request contained the statement
that the money would not be demanded for at least one year and the
First NationalBank of Denver would guarantee its payment to Elkins's
bank when the demand was made. 8
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The requested letter certifying payment of fifteen thousand dollars
to Hayes upon receipt of the patent under title of conveyance for ·the
mine was attached to the request. Finally, at a later date, the documents
were marked "Pd" oil the request, "Cancelled and filed Oct. 14, 1881,
Wm. Griffin, Cashier" on the letter attached to it. The letter was signed
"S. B. Elkins, Prest.", co-signed "S. a. Wheelock, A. Cashier."9
The transaction represents a deviation in the bank's professed policy
of granting no loans during the current financial crisis. 10 Of course, this
was not a loan, only a guarantee, and not to be cashed for at least one
year. There was no clear explanation why a guarantee from the First
National Bank of Denver would not be as suitable for stich a transaction.
The document raises several issues of interest concerning the granting
of patents by the government, the exercise of interest of the involved
parties in influencing government to act on their behalf, and the method
of the transaction itself.
.Both Elkins and Chaffee were presidents of the First National Banks
of Denver and Santa Fe and were also delegates to Congress from their
respective areas. The heirs to the Santa Rita copper mine were residents
of Mexico, and the reason for the request of a patent was that the property was regarded as a land grant.
In September 1873 the Santa Fe Railroad had reached Granada, Colorado and the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad's terminus was at Pueblo,
Colorado. II The two rivals faced the Arkansas River with a mere 180 mile
distance between them. 12 Raton Pass was nearer the Denver & Rio Grande
than the Santa Fe, and their Colorado Springs resort development and
coal mining interests at Pueblo concerned them more than the southern
mountain pass. 13 When the economic criSis occurred, most railroad construction was severely curtailed. The Santa Fe, however, spurred on by
its cattle transportation business, began laying track for the Pueblo and
Arkansas Valley Railroad in the mid-1870s.1 4 The Denver & Rio Grande
Railroad did not resume building until 1876.
Meanwhile, in November 1872, a combination of Santa Fe Railroad
and Maxwell Land Grant Company officials formed the Arkansas Valley
& Cimarron Railway Company on'the Maxwell Company's land. IS Former
Denver & Rio Grande civil engineer Ray Morley, employed by the Maxwell Company in 1872, was hired by the Santa Fe Railroad in 1876 to help
build the Santa Fe's New Mexico link. 16
New Mexico residents' concerns with railroad development were
reflected in the news of 1874 and 1875 . People expected their Congressional representative to be working on obtaining a railroad for the Territory. When Elkins's mother-in-law arrived to take her grandchildren to
Missouri with her, compensating for the loss of their mother who died in
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1872, the Santa Fe New Mexican announced that, "after a short visit
with old friends ... Mr. Elkins will devote the major portion of his time
before the sitting of Congress to looking after the railroad interests of
New Mexico. "17
After a visit from officials ofthe Denver & Rio Grande Railroad later
the same month, the sympathy of official wisdom for a direct eastern
outlet was expressed in the same newspaper. ~'Doubtless, many of our
people would much rather see the Kansas Pacific, or the Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe extend their line into New Mexico. "18 The article then
adds that the Kansas Pacific, deeply in debt, could not continue. As
before mentioned, the Arkansas Valley & Cimarron Railway Company
was already building its local link fot the Santa Fe connection.
In 1875 the paper announced the wedding of Elkins to Hallie Davis
of Maryland, daughter of a senator from West Virginia. This wedding
trip to Europe would include seeing "what he can do toward having a
railroad completed into New Mexico at an early date."19
The perennial wool market and growing cattle trade were supported
by bank loans, a new convenience. Incorporations of the period included
the Consolidated Land, Cattle Raising & Wool Growing Cprporation
(CLCR&WGC), formed out of the Pablo Montoya Grant in 1872 by Elkins
and sold to an English investor, Wilson Waddingham. 20 The contract for
the sale of the CLCR&WGC was dated 15 December 1873 and newly
named the U. S. Land & Colonization Company.21
At the time a grant owner generally received one-third of the value
of sheep per head and a supplemental thirty percent on any sales made
on that land. 22 Cattle were valued at around $8 to $15 per head,23 Pelts
and furs were shipped to eastern markets. Grain and lumber mills increased with asteadily growing population. However, the large mercantile houses' business diminished as the numbers of military forts
decreased and the railroads brought competition to a more settled fron;.
tier.
During this same period letters were exchanged which indicate at
least one of Elkins's antagonists and the manner in which he handled
such people. These letters also indicate how Elkins's legal partner, Catron,
acted as a middleman in such matters, and in one instance, to Catron's
regret.
Elkins wrote Vicente St. Vrain on 2 May 1874; that he had received
St. Vrain's letter in Washington as Congressional Delegate and that the
writer

did the proper thing in writing to me. I am the representative of the
whole people and no party and I serve my political enemy as readily as
I do my warmest political friend and you need never have any hesitancy
in writing me fully and freely on all subjects being assured I will serve
you to the best of my ability. I will introduce a bill on Monday.24
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The letter is a response to Vincent St. Vrain on a resolution of a judgment in his favor.
This was indeed business. The U. S. Congress passed on all matters
of importance to the Territory and the S1. Vrains were merchants, dependent upon a whim of Congress for settlements of their accounts in trade
with the military posts of the region. A partial list of St. Vrain's unpai~
bills on account due from the government confirms a backlog of at least
sixteen bills and claims. These were requested between the 28th and
42nd Congresses. 2' Some of these items were confirmations of land
grants. One item requests authority to bring suit in U. S. court on a
confirmation of land title in New Mexico. Most claims, however, were
reimbursements of amounts of judgments and payment for provisions
furnished to troops.
On 6 May 1874, Elkins presented two items as petitions before the
Congress, one for Vicente St. Vrain of Mora, New Mexico, "administrator
for Ceran St. Vrain, deceased, to be reimbursed for freight paid pursuant
to orders from the Quartermaster's Dept., to the Committee on War
Claims: 26
The previous letter acknowledges an old enmity which goes back to
two incidents, the first of which had to do with a court case in 1871 in
which Elkins represented a Mrs. Huntington in suit against William
Moore, a Santa Fe merchant. Its particulars are complex, but Moore was
required to put up an unusually steep bond in order to appeal the case.
Ceran St. Vrain and other Las Vegas and Mora residents helped Moore
meet the requirements. 27 Later, at the time of the legislative rebellion in
December 1871, Ceran St. Vrain and other Mora and San Miguel County
residents accosted their representative, Pasqual Baca, having heard he
had succumbed to bribery in the matter of his vote. Baca pointed to
Elkins as the one offering the bribe, according to a later account. 28
.
A letter from Catron to the same Vicente S1. Vrain, dated 13 September 1874, four months after Elkins's 2 May letter, states:
Your letter is at hand and I assure you I am more than surprised that you
did not receive currency, I distinctly wrote to Elkins to send it and while
at Cimarron he telegraphed me which he must send currency or certificate of deposit, and I answered him currency, and was informed had
done so. I hope you have had no inconvenience in the matter. I will make
any loss good that you may suffer. 29
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A similarity between the latter incident and the matter of Martin
Hayes acting for Jerome Chaffee comes to mind in the Santa Rita copper
mine purchase. Legal partners and secretaries may have frequently acted
on behalf of their associates, which confuses the record when directions do not exist. The puzzling disparity between the extensive land
holdings of Catron in 1893 and the later diminished settlement of his
estate may be explained by the indications of these incidents. 30
During 1874 Elkins met with William Blackmore, an English attorney,
arranging for Blackmore's purchase of several interests in the 850,000
acre Mora Grant, an interest of which Blackmore acquired in 1871 from
Colonel Samuel Smoot. 31 Actually, Elkins had obtained substantial
amounts of the grant through a secret group of men, including Smoot,
which he had organized. 32 However, he had to petition the district court
at Mora for authority to divide the grant and determine his own lands. 33
Elkins, Catron, Smoot, Captain E. N. Darling, and T. Rush Spencer, the
latter two official U. S. Surveyors in New Mexico, banded together to
gain control ofthe Mora Grant in November 1870. Smoot broke the pact
for unknown reasons in 1872. In 1873 Waddingham was attempting to
sell the CLCR&WGC to Blackmore. 34 Elkins's petition was still pending
in 1877. Despite repeated requests by Blackmore for immediate action
from Elkins, the investor's letters went unanswered. 35
Blackmore, international attorney, former partner of William Gilpin in
the Sangre de Cristo Grant and major investor in the Denver & Rio Grande
Railroad, remained enthusiastic about his western ventures through 1875,
despite these delays in the land transfers. Elkins met Blackmore and his
partner, J. G. Potter, in London that spring with Elkins's new bride on
their European tour. Several years later, in 1878, Blackmore committed
suicide as a result of the debts he incurred in western investment ventures of the era. 36
The Maxwell Land Grant & Railway Company took out ,a second
mortgage on their property in November 1872, while Elkins was president. The second mortgage covered a final payment to Lucien Maxwell
for an $87,500 balance owed him on final release of his holdings in Octo~
ber 1870 to the English firm.)? The amount may have also covered some
of the expenses of the local railroad under construction. The railroad
from Colorado, however, had still not entered New Mexico in 1875 and
the company's funds were exhausted. The firm secured bankruptcy from
a friendly judge, and Catron later exercised a lateral move to buy the firm
in 1877. 38 Elkins's brother and another surveyor contracted to survey
the Maxwell Grant for a land patent which they prepared in short order in
1877, the patent issued in 1879. 39
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Elkins's speech before Congress in favor of statehood for New
Mexico occurred 21 May 1874 and undoubtedly occupied much of his
time in preparation. At the same time, his social activities must have
. increased due to the new acquaintances he made in Congress and on its
fringe as a result of his marriage in April 1875. Elkins remained bank
president for thirteen years, until 1883. There is every indication that he
functioned harmoniously with his colleagues during the eleven years of
his absence as bank president. The bank thrived during this time, a remarkable feat considering the difficulty of long-distance communication. Elkins's diplomacy was renowned, despite his slip in identifying
hims,elfwith the bloody shirt faction iri Congress and turning the southern minority against New Mexico's 1874 bid for statehood. 40
Known for his careful organization and meticulous planning, Elkins
was the consummate modern businessman. Clearly generous and considerate with his friends, he was a dangerous and aggressive enemy. He
cultivated friends and allies who would serve his purposes such as William Griffin, First National Bank of Santa Fe cashier and later president.
Griffin was a surveyor of the Maxwell Grant and had served in the U. S.
Depository at Santa Fe before the war ended. Elkins's friendship with
Will Rynerson included defending him in a celebrated murder trial. The
quarrel, which resulted in Chief Justice Slough's death, began with
Rynerson's election to the legislature. Slough questioned the legitimacy
of that election to which Rynerson countered with a formal denunciation of the Chief Justice in the Assembly. Slough then made incendiary
remarks concerning Rynerson's courage and honor. Rynerson was the
first non-Mexican tobe elected to the legislative council. 41
The matter of Rynerson, who held claims on at least two mines in
the Pinos Altos vicinity with his brother, brings up another factor concerning business in the region at the time. Rynerson was one of the
California Column of the United States Army mustering out in New Mexico
in 1865 and settling in the Territory. The ex-soldier, at nearly seven feet
tall, was a commanding presence among men who greatly valued physical prowess. He was quick to assume leadership and determined to become an attorney. His circle of acquaintance was broad among the
ex-soldiers then settling in the area. Despite the taint of killing a chief
justice in a reputed duel, he resumed an active political role. The powerful influence of Rynerson's association with the business faction of exsoldiers may have supported Elkins's defense in the case.
Lucien Maxwell left no record of how he regarded Elkins as a negotiator or as an ally, even as a competitor. How the two men managed the
merger of their banks in 1871 is a matter of speculation. It is clear, however, from all accounts that Elkins's superior wisdom in choosing New
Mexicans and Santa Feans to serve with him as bank officers and direc-

ELIZABETH ROGERS

75

tors was a most favorable maneuver. He carefully selected influential
Democrats as well as Republicans in the same manner he replaced himself in his law firm with a personable Democrat, his old friend, Henry
Waldo.
The variety of competing coalitions and their relative success as
businessmen in the early banking era can be measured by the quality,
quantity, and secure rootedness of their associations. The Elkins's faction won control of the First National Bank of Santa Fe because it was a
bipartisan league of native New Mexicans and easterners.
Maxwell was absent during most of the organization of the first bank
and had associations with several Coloradoans. Elkins, on the other
hand, was firmly attached to the Republican administration. He wedded
his national conne(;tions to popular support in New Mexico. Elkins combined experienced businessmen with reliable native New Mexican agriculturists. He therefore trained and cultivated an acceptable coalition.
This mutual accommodation of interest in financial gain eventually became known as the Santa Fe Ring.
Again, Elkins's personality as a negotiator, friend, mediator, and
supporter, contrasts with his occasional lapses of patience, his poor
value of community, his social ambition, and his search for wealth and
power.
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The Photography of the Atomic Age:
A Review Essay
FERENC M. SZASZ

Del Tredici, Robert. At Work in the Fields o/the Bomb (New York:
Harper and Row, 1987.)
Gallagher, Carole. American Ground Zero: The Secret Nuclear War
(Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 1993.)
.Goin, Peter. Nuclear Landscapes (Baltimore, Maryland: The Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1991.) .
Nagatani, Patrick. Nuclear Enchantment (Aibuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1991.)
New Mexico, long recognized as the "birthplace of the Atomic Age," is
also the birthplace of another phenomenon: atomic photography. In the
summer of 1945, Manhattan Project photographer Berlyn Brixner spent
weeks positioning and loading fifty automatic cameras in the high desert
of central New Mexico on the Alamogordo Bombing Range. Then, at
5:30 on the morning of 16 July 1945, Brixner trained a hand-held camera on the Trinity Site nuclear explosion to produce the first-ever photographs of an atomic mushroom cloud.
Three weeks later, Sgt. George Caron, tailgunner for the Enola Gay,
became the second atomic photographer. As pilot Paul Tibbets banked
the plane, Caron shot several photographs of the strange cloud that rose
over the now-devastated city of Hiroshima. Hours later, the third atomic
photographer, Japanese cameraman Yoshito Matsushige, snapped several photos of Hiroshima; of these, only five have survived.
. After that, the list becomes too long to measure. The United States
army of occupation brought photographers to both Hiroshima and
Nagasaki in the fall of 1945. The following spring, Harry Truman's government invited scores of professional cameramen to the South Seas
Ferenc M. Szasz is professor of history at the University of New Mexico.
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island of Bikini to witness two atomic detonations (Ableand Baker) in
Operation Crossroads. The images taken at Trinity, Hiroshima, Nagasaki
and Crossroads all combined to make the mushroom cloud a familiar
visual artifact for the post-World War II generation. Art historian Peter
B. Hales has argued that the "central icon" of the postwar atomic culture was the "mushroom cloud rising above lush tropical atolls of the
South Pacific or the wastelands of the Great American Desert.")
In the hands of talented professionals, these mushroom cloud images were often "beautiful." Yet they almost always filled the viewer
with a vague sense of uneasiness and discomfort that the "beauty" could
never quite dispel. Most viewers realized that along with the cloud came
a baffling array ofradionuclides that forever eluded the human eye. Thus,
no one could ever photograph the invisible aspects of the atomic age.
Or could they?
In 1987, Canadian photographer Robert Del Tredici organized the
Atomic Photographers Guild. The goal of these professional photographers was to document this theme, to photograph both the visible and
the invisible aspects of the world's nuclear culture. As these books show,
the new atomic photographers are very skilled.
At Work in the Fields a/the Bomb contains over one hundred black
and white images by Del Tredici. His approach is straightforward. Except for a number of aerial shots, the artist focuses his camera directly
at the subject. Thus, he gives us plain images of: Navajo uranium miners;' plutonium plant workers; the Texas Catholic bishop, who urged his
parishioners to leave their jobs at the Pantex assembly plant near Amarillo; Edward Teller, "father" of the H-bomb; and Dr. Alice Stewart,
noted critic of any low-level, nuclear radiation. All the faces stare back
as if we had suddenly opened a friend's family album.
at
, When Del Tredjci moves overseas, his images take on a new poignancy. In Japan, he presents an image of aged Hibakusha and a handful of paper cranes folded by radiation victim, twelve-year-old Sadako
Sasaki. He closes with shots of the Russian disaster at Chernobyl, including a large commercial freezer in Swedish Lapland that is full of
inedible radioactive reindeer meat.
In addition to his black and white images, Del Tredici has included
over sixty pages of interviews and field notes. He is equally as stark
here as he is with his photographs. When Edward Teller says his question makes "no sense," he reports it as stated. From discussions with
Sam Cohen, "father" of the neutron bomb, to an interview with Yoshito
Matsushige, Del Tredici holds the same distanced point of view in both
image and text.
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Still, only a Neanderthal could miss the central meaning of his message. The photographer has constructed his photos so that the viewer
confronts the irony of the nuclear world at every turn. The two Pantex
public relations men stand in front of a replica of the Nagasaki weapon
(Fat Man) as nonchalantly as if they were placed in front of the Eiffel
Tower. The frozen smile of the young, attractive Goodyear sales representative placed beside a Pershing II missile system component is an
image not soon forgotten. Del Tredici's photos, which seem to be
straightforward, are ever laced with irony.
Peter Goin, who teaches photography at the University of Nevada,
Reno, uses a similar approach. Goin, however, shoots exclusively in
color, rather thanblack and white, and he carefully excludes all people
from his photos. Nuclear Landscapes begins with a shot of the monument at Trinity Site and closes with several images of various nuclear
ruins at Bikini and Eniwetok atolls. The heart of the volume, however,
lies with Goin's photographic renditions of the Nevada Test Site (NTS)
and the Hanford Nuclear Reservation in ~a:shington state.
The NTS is bleak under the best of circumstances but Goin's artful
images catch the washed-out majesty of Nevada's seemingly endless
space. His shot of Yucca Flat, a spot where numerous above-ground
tests were conducted until 1963, is virtually serene. That of Jackass Flats, ~.
which is equally tranquil, was taken from the top of Yucca Mountain;
and Yucca Mountain is the most probable disposal site for the nation's
high-level nuclear waste. Sedan Crater, a gigantic subsistence crater from
a Plowshares underground explosion, is truly awesome. The numerous
shots of abandoned structures such as railroad trestles, a collapsed hangar, and the "Doom Town" house might, under a different set of circumstances, be part of any Southwestern ghost town.
Goin treats the high desert surrounding Hanford in a similar fashion. From tree stumps of an abandoned orchard, lost when the Manhattan Project confiscated the region for a plutonium production facility,
to the various decommissioned reactors, the viewer wanders through
strange juxtapositions of empty space and rusted machinery. The burial
ground area-home of several underground storage tanks filled with gallons of liquid nuclear wastes-looks placid. Only a glance at the caption alerts the viewer to the real meaning of this nuclear landscape.
Goin is less successful with his superficial historical introduction
to the atomic· era, interspersed with government photos from the Trinity test and from various NTS blasts. But the interwoven saga of the
danger he placed himself in to take his photographs helps excuse the
occasional error of historical fact. Like Del Tredici, Goin has loaded his
camera with both film and irony. The contrasts between the captions
and the landscapes seldom fail to touch the viewer.
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As the long introductory essay by Eugenia Parry Janis shows, University of New Mexico photographer Patrick Nagatani is cut from a different piece of cloth. The Chicago-born, Japanese-American artist has
carefully constructed each of his forty photographic images.in a unique
manner. Thus, Nagatani's photographs are metaphors rather than straight
documentary images. He has accomplished this by coloring (especially
the sky) through collage techniques, and by the frequent appearance of
his vast collection of model military airplanes. No viewer would ever .
take Nagatani's images for realistic photographs; but no viewer could
miss the meaning of them either.
Still, Nagatani's varied imagery is complex. One needs Eugenia Parry
Janis's explanation that the figures of carp in his photo of the Ja~kpile
Mine uranium tailings at Laguna Pueblo reflect a traditional Japanese
celebration of life. Similarly, the viewer needs to know that the striped
figures dominating the foreground of the Missile Park at White Sands
Missile Range in Alamogordo are Koshare, or Tewa ritual clowns. But
even .without explanation, most New Mexicans would recognize the
green fragments in the air of Nagatani's Trinity Site photo as bits of
Trinite, the radioactive fused sand created by the 1945 ball of fire. Most
state citizens would also recognize the meaning of the three dead Vaughn
roadrunners'lying next to a truck hauling nuclear waste to the WIPP
Site in Carlsbad. And no citizen ofthe modern era could miss the implications of Nagatani's final shot, a father and child (actually, Nagatani
and his son) standing under an umbrella in a black rain.
Nagatani's manipulation of color is masterful. The sky above the
Navajo tract homes and uranium tailings in Shiprock is an eerie red,
while the air in an elementary school classroom discussing radon gas
has turned sickly green. The "Lysistratas" image of the National Atomic
Museum in Albuquerque might be described as millennial red, while
the background of the uranium mine near Mount Taylor is an uncomfortable yellow. The most telling color manipulation, however, lies with
Nagatani's photo of snow falling in the contaminated Mortandad Canyon in Los Alamos. Because the ground is "hot," it melts the snow and
remains strangely green throughout this otherwise peaceful winter scene.
While Nagatani's images have been constructed in a way that Del
Tredici's and Goin's have not, all the photographers have developed
their images in the same bath of irony.
Carole GaUagher'sAmerican Ground Zero: The Secret Nuclear War
is slightly different. A native New Yorker, Gallagher has devoted the
last decade to photographing and interviewing "downwinders," the men
and women who lived to the east of the NTS, in an area once described
by government reports as virtually uninhabited. From the early 1950s
to the test ban treaty of 1963, the Atomic Energy Commission set off
100 above-ground atomic explosions-almost one a month for ten
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years-and the radioactive fallout drifted inexorably over these largely
Mormon hamlets and villages. By the late 19505, a number of these
100,000 "virtual uninhabitants" began to notice increased local sheep
and cattle deaths and, even more terrifying, a much-above-normal rate
of mental retardation; solid cancers, and childhood leukemias. The
Atomic Energy Commission, however, assured everyone that their needs
were being carefully considered. Now, over thirty year~ later, there is
no question that this above ground testing, plus the accidental venting
of several underground NTS explosions, brought untold misery to the
people who lived in this region of the Southwest.
Gallagher's photographic style resembles Del Tredici's: She presents
a series of full-face, black and white portraits of NTS workers, atomic
veterans, "downwinders," and the Nevada/Utah landscape. Scattered
photos taken by Dorothea Lange in the early 1950s offer a tranquil "before" to Gallagher's "after." The photographer's images are intimately
linked to the texts-usually interviews-that are found on facing pages.
The tragedies that have struck their lives have spurred the
"downwiriders" to bitter eloquence:
Josephane Simkins, "I feel like we were really used, and
I'll never trust our government again"(137); Elmer Pickett,
"They done to us what the Russians couldn't do"(l51);
Glenna Orton, "I'm just a person. I'm just as important as
anyone in Las Vegas or New York" (179); Frances
Spendlove, "I don't believe anything the government says"
(191); Delayrie Evans, "I love the country and I love my
government but I think they sure done us wrong" (277).
The combination of Gallagher's stark black and white portraits, plus
the power of these text~, leaves the reader with a deep weariness of
heart.
While Gallagher occasionally draws on irony, the main thrust of her
book is rage. In a recent newspaper interview, she used terms like "holocaust" and "original sin" to describe this situation. 2 She is unsparing
in her criticism of the hierarchy of the Mormon Church, the Atomic
Energy Commission, and theUnited States Government in general. The
artist's skillful juxtapositions of family style photographs (although
many of the "family" are obviously ill) with the straightforward texts
brings the point home to the viewer. Although Gallagher closes this
volume with several ironic shots of St. George, Utah, and the surrounding landscape, her positive images are far too few to change the overall
tenor of this study. American Ground Zero is one of the most powerful
books of the post-World War II generation. There is no question that it
will become a classic of the genre.
j
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Through these four volumes, the members of the Atomic Photographers Guild have created a visual aspect to the largely invisible nuclear
subculture. Although historians have told the stories before, the power
of words seems to pale beside the visual images. 3 Nuclear questions are
extremely complicated, and one can easily become lost in changing units
of radiation measurement, endless graphs, and scientific arguments over
low-level exposure statistics. Photographs like these, however, remain
much more accessible to the average person. Everyone can respond to
them. Thus, the images in these books will be to future generations what
the photographs taken by Jacob Riis, Lewis Hine, and the Farm Security Administration were to their times: the key visual documents for a
generation.

NOTES
1. Peter B. Hales, "The Atomic Sublime," American Studies 32 (1991), 5; see also,
Vincent Leo, "The Mushroom Cloud Photo: From Fact to Symbol," Afterimage (1965),·612.
2. Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 29 June 1993.
3. See the four studies reviewed in Ferenc M. Szasz, "Downwind from the Bomb: A
Review Essay," Nevada Historical Society Quarterly 30 (1987),183-87; see also, Philip
Franklin, Fallout: An American Nuclear Tragedy (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
1989).

Book Reviews

Racial and Ethnic Patterns of Mortality in New Mexico. Edited by Thomas
M. Becker, Charles L. Wiggins, Rita S. Elliot, Charles R. Key, and Jonathan
M. Samet. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1993. xviii + 233
pp. Charts, tables, notes. $35.00.)

This book is a collection of research papers by "several investigators-epidemiologists reporting their analyses and findings of causes of death among New
Mexican Hispanics, American Indians and non-Hispanic whites during a
twenty-five-year period from 1958 through 1982. Mortality rates among the three
groups were compared with respect to cancer, diabetes, infectious disease, ischemic
heart disease, respiratory disease, alcohol-related, injury, suicide, and homicide,
and all causes. Their findings are presented and discussed in the dry style typical.;
of scientific journal articles and includes many tables and figures.
While some of the findings will undoubtedly be useful to health officials in
planning and allocation of resources, it is important to recognize the flaws inherent in these types of studies and which were recently discussed by health experts
from academia and the private sector at a meeting convened by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
in Atlanta and published in June 1993 (MMWR, Vol. 42, no. RR-I0). The conclusions of that meeting certainly pertain to the present work: "Current concepts of
race and ethnicity in public health surveillance lack clarity, precision and consensus" and "because most associations between disease and race have no biological
basis, race-as a biological concept-is not useful in public health surveillance."
Becker, et aI., used data (ethnicity and cause of death) obtained from death
certificates; individuals were designated as Hispanics on the basis of the decedents' surnames and the surnames o(parents and from other data in the documents. American Indians were identified by death certificate designati"on and
non-Hispanic whites were denoted as such. The CDC report was highly critical
of the use of such observer-derived designations in these type of studies and that
they should be eliminated. The report points out that "emphasis on race and
ethnicity in public health diverts attention from underlying risk factors."
A most important factor ignored by Becker, et aI., was the socioeconomic
status of the deceased individuals which, in most of the causes of death studied,
is probably a more important determinant than race or ethnicity. The CDC report
emphasized that in the United States, the "differentials in health status associated
with race are smaller than those associated with socioeconomic status as mea-
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sured by income, education, occupational status, or some combination of the
three." Unfortunately, this emphasis on race/ethnicity in surveillance data "can
lead to detrimental social and political consequences for racial and ethnic groups,
(stereotyping, quarantining, and 'blaming the victim')."
Oswald G. Baca
University of New Mexico

Nelson A. Miles and the Twilight of the Frontier Army. By Robert Wooster.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1993. xv + 391 pp. II1ustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $35.00.)
From the Civil War through the Spanish-American War, no one posted a
finer military record or a poorer reputation among superiors than did Nelson A.
Miles. In this thoroughly researched biography, Wooster examines the self-righteous commander's career from his meteoric rise to command during the Civil
War through his humiliating retirement. Miles emerges as a perfect example of all
that was right and of all that was wrong with the Old Army.
Following Old Army tradition, Miles rapidly rose from lieutenant to m~jor
general of volunteers through sheer bravery, leadership, and instinct upon Civil
War battlefields. Driven by ambition and a lust for power, Miles viewed his victories over Comanches, Sioux, Northern Cheyenne, Nez Perce, Bannock, and
Apaches in the Geronimo campaign as stepping stones to higher or more comfortable commands. A fearless, skilled tactician, Miles "won every major engagement in which he enjoyed autonomy" and demanded his due rewards.
Fearing George Crook or another peer would capture Sitting Bull or Geronimo
or garner by political intrigue the command he rightfully deserved, Miles lambasted his rivals in the press, before Congress, and in official correspondence.
Such "internecine jealousies" were characteristic of the Old Army, but Miles epitomized the trait. The commander's world was divided into two camps: "those wise
enough to agree with him and those mean-spirited enough to allow their jealousies to affect their judgment." Wooster ably demonstrates how Miles's aggressive
political lobbying, badgering of superiors for favors, and biting criticism of fellow officers and political leaders overshadowed his sterling military performance
and destroyed his chances of attaining the laurels he desperately sought.
Innovative and flexible, Miles encouraged the army's adoption of the automobile, the airplane, and new tactics to combat rapid-firing weaponry, but he
opposed reforms of the Old Army itself which had elevated him to command.
The proud commander's independence and insubordination alienated war secretaries and presidents. Fed up with obstructionism and criticism of its Philippine
policy, the Roosevelt administration, curtly retired him along with the Old Army
without fanfare or written commendation of his e'xtraordinary service.
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Wooster candidly portrays the "egocentric" general as a poorly educated,
vain, ambitious man who became a "certifiable hero" but "never mastered the
nuances of personal diplomacy." He carefully analyzes Miles's military prowess,
political blunders, Indian relations, and combative personality revealing his ultimate failure. Specialists and enthusiasts will find this well-written biography
useful, informative, and well worth the wait.
Michele Butts
Austin Peay State University

The World of the Mexican Worker in Texas. By Emilio Zamora. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1993. xii + 285 pp. Illustrations, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $39.50.)

Emilio Zamora explains clearly why Mexican workers in south Texas possessed a dynamic "Mexicanist" cosmology by the early 1900s. This compelling
monograph tells how Mexicans organized themselves against social, political, and
economic oppression in an American border region. Zamora describes ambivalent loyalties between ethnic groups and within the heterogeneous Mexican community of Texas. Methodologically, the author applies the "new labor history"
approach to patterns of Mexican work, community, and struggle. In addition, the
book's thesis is supported by race, class, gender, regional, national, and generational perspectives assembled from original, primary, and secondary sources.
At its best, The World of the Mexican Worker in Texas challenges persistent
myths that Mexicans were docile and unorganizable workers in the early 1900s.
The book describes age-old wage and occupational mechanisms that cheapened
Mexican labor, yet these people moved often to other jobs, cities, or returned to
Mexico thereby mitigating economic exploitation. Zamora uses Texas State Federation of Labor and Texas Socialist Party archives to document how Mexicans
fought racial barriers and eventually w~n admission into the ranks of American
workers. Meanwhile, Mexicans form their own "autochthonous and trans-border"
mutualist, civic, patriotic, labor, and religious groups, or joining factions of the
Mexican Revolution. To his credit, the author. also translates radical and middle
class Spanish-language newspapers, folk songs, and poems that describe how
literary protest was another facet of the "Mexicanist" world. For example, the
history of Nicascio Idar and his family offers strong evidence of how collective
Mexican consciousness and action was painstakingly developed ..
At its worst, Zamora's theoretical introduction seems like an abstract, scientific debate. He should have provided maps of Texas or the greater United StatesMexico border region. In context, the author ignores multinational financiers who
dominated workers on both sides of the border. Lastly, Zamora's discussion of
Flores-Magon's anarchism and Luis Morones's corruption adds nothing new to
our knowledge of Chicano workers or the Mexican Revolution.
Despite omissions, this book achieves a major synthesis connecting Mexicans to Texas labor history. More importantly, Zamora proves that Mexicans
worked hard and changed their destinies in the United States, and he debunks the
racist myth of docility.
Vincent C. de Baca
Metropolitan State College of Denver
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By Force of Arms: The Journals of don Diego de Vargas, New Mexico, 169193. Edited by John L. Kessell and Rick Hendricks. (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1992. xvi + 668 pp ..IIIustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $32.50.)
By Force of Arms is the third volume in a series that will reproduce the surviving papers of don Diego de Vargas. Edited by John Kessell and Rick Hendricks
with the assistance of Meredith Dodge and other staff of the Vargas Project, this
volume and the entire series stand as a tribute to the skill and energy of John
Kessell, who was trained in Borderlands history by Donald C. Cutter. Kessell has
elicited support from such agencies as the Guggenheim Foundation, National Historical Publications and Records Commission, National Endowment for the Humanities, Spanish Colonial Research Center of the National Park Service, New
Mexico State Legislature, various University of New Mexico programs, and a
host of individuals. This is a large and significant project, the completion of which
will give us the single most important published collection of documents on the
history of New Mexico.
In the 1940s, J. Manuel Espinosa undertook the most important previous
work on Vargas, producing Crusaders of the Rio Grande in 1942 and First Expedition of Vargas into New Mexico, 1692 in 1940, the latter being Vargas's journal.
By Force of Arms includes a new translation of Vargas's 1692 journal, supporting
documents, and extensive annotation. The collection of orders, reports, and other
correspondence are much more voluminous than the campaign journal.
According to the practices of the day, Vargas, who had shown promise as a
New World official, purchased the governorship of New Mexico, although he did
not actually fill the position until two and a half years later in February 1691. He
found the soldiers and citizens in EI Paso lacking arms, equipment, and mounts.
He also was forced to delay reentry into New Mexico by participating in a campaign against Indians in Sonora. Having prepared his force, recruited missionaries, and engaged in jurisdictional disputes with the Church, Vargas finally departed
EI Paso for the north in August 1692. In his dealings with Pueblo Indians he
demonstrated diplomacy, resolve, flexibility, and forcefulness, and took ritual
.
repossession of the province.
This collection of documents tells us much about Diego de Vargas, arguably
the most important figure in the history of Spanish New Mexico, and provides
insights into the workings of the Spanish bureaucracy, relations between church
and state, and a host of other topics. As Kessell and Hendricks acknowledge,
Pueblo viewpoints largely are missing because they are absent in Spanish documents.
This is an impressive volume. Aficionados of Borderlands history eagerly
await completion of the series.

Richard N. Ellis
Center of Southwest Studies
Fort Lewis College
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Forgotten Frontier: The Story of Southeastern New Mexico. By Carole Larson.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1993. xiii + 316 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, $16.95 paper.)

Much that is unique to New Mexico's history took place in the southeast. In
this excellent regional history of the frontier period in southeast New Mexico, ca.
1850-1912, Larson identifies three themes which characterize the history of the
area. One is the fighting between Mescalero Apaches and the army. The Apaches
were subdued, Larson notes, "and the fact of their having once been an outright
and constant threat does not lessen the reality of their suffering in the wake of
their defeat." Larson is quite objective, providing both sides of ethnic issues.
Another is the clash between the Hispanic and Anglo cultures. "Hispanic
settler groups began to enter southeastern New Mexico ... at about the same time
that the first trickle of cattlemen and homesteaders began to cross the border
from Texas."
The third theme is the political and economic manipulations of the vested
interests, because "the region just happened to have one of the last great, open
largely unclaimed public domains." Larson ties the specific events and biographies into one or more of these themes.
All of the major events of the Territorial Period are chronicled, with the
obligatory but refreshing treatment of the Lincoln County War. The subjugation
of Mescaleros, big-time ranching operations, and the economic development of
the Pecos Valley are all told in some detail.
Most of the book is biographical sketches of the "movers and shakers" of
southeast New Mexico and how their lives were interwoven with each other and
with significant events. All of the principal characters of the Lincoln County War
are reviewed, but much useful information is also provided about other significant figures, such as Martin Corn, Sallie Chisum, George Curry, James F. Hinkle,
Joseph and Sally Lea, and John and Sophie Poe. An attractive aspect of this book
is that it is a single-volume source on many subjects and individuals, being a
synthesis of virtually every published source dealing with the frontier period in
the area. Larson is a master wordsmith, and her creative abilities with the language shine forth.
Forgotten Frontier has an extensive bibliography, a useful index, and over
twenty historical photographs.
Elvis E. Fleming
Eastern New Mexico University

Bell Ranch: Cattle Ranching in the Southwest, 1824-1947. By David Remley.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1993. xv + 393 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, index. $39.95.)

This book by David Remley is an engaging, well-documented history of the
Bell Ranch, starting with its inception in 1824 and covering more than a century
of the ranch's existence. While monographs are available for many of the historic
ranches in Texas, Remley's book is something of a first for the subject in New
Mexico. Hopefully, other researchers will be motivated by his example and
produce studies of the state's ranching heritage during this interesting transitional
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era. It may turn out to be richer than the present literature would suggest.
Giving attention to the first grantee of the Bell Ranch, Don Pablo Montoya,
Remley illustrates the obstacles that scholars routinely face in trying to reconstruct the colonial period-documentation is fragmentary and it is often necessary to speculate on aspects. of the ranch's occupation and operation during the
Spanish-Mexican era. This also applies to the Montoya family itself and to Don
Pablo's activities during the twenty years that the grant was in his possession, but
the author at least attempts to shed light on the ranch.'s early phase.
Sources are better once the Anglos take over, starting with John S. Watts, a
Santa Fe lawyer who got Montoya's grant confirmed and received half of the
extensive property as a fee for his legal expertise (and political connections).
Watts emerges as a man typical of the legal profession in the greater Southwest
during the change of flags from Mexican to American. "Just how and when John
S. Watts met the Pablo Montoya heirs is unknown" (47). In Watts's case, the sale
of the property was made to Wilson Waddingham, a wheeler-dealer on a baronial
scale with extensive mining interests and other speculative ventures throughout
the West. Waddingham, always one jump ahead of his creditors and irate investors, does not come off as a very admirable person in Remley's account.
More sympathetic figures are Arthur J. Tisdall and Charles M. O'Done1, who
took over the helm late in the century, after Bell Ranch passed into hands of New
York attorneys. Both of these men had prior experience managing large spreads
in Texas, and they made the Bell a truly working ranch·. Part of Tisdall's problem
in shaping up the bankrupt ranch involved the eviction of Hispanics who had
long resided on the property. This he accomplished in a peaceful, orderly manner, as opposed to the "rough treatment" that usually attended such displacements elsewhere (152-60). By the end ofthe Irishman O'Done\'s shift (1898-1933),
the Bell Ranch was a much-improved investment proposition for its absentee
owners. Fences had been built, windmills installed, and the herd upgraded by the
use of purebred Shorthorn and Hereford bulls. Thereafter, managers like Albert
K. Mitchell had only to weather the storms faced by cattlemen everywhere.·
Remley's intention was not to do a "business history," but Bell Ranch nonetheless closely resembles one. The reader is hard pressed to find much information on the men who served the ranch as wranglers, their ethnic mix, or even how
many hands the Bell Ranch customarily employed. Instead, the focus is on
manager-lawyer-owner relations and larger aspects of the stock-raising industry. A map showing the general location of the Bell Ranch above Tucumcari is
presented, but this reviewer found himself needing additional large-scale maps
of the related properties discussed during the grant acquisition phase. Also, there
is no bibliography, a feature specialists will miss. AlI students of comparative
ranching in the Southwest will want to have this book, which should win some
awards for David Remley and the University of New Mexico Press.
Jack Jackson
Austin, Texas
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Bale o' Colton: The Mechanical Art of Cotton Ginning. By Karen Gerhardt
Britton. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1992. xvii + 138 pp.
I1Iustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $27.50.)
Bale o' Colton, is a good sampling of the fact and folklore concerning an
old, but still very dynamic, industry. The material centers around the development of the industry in the state of Texas. Although the complete story of the
development of the cotton industry does not take place in Texas, its citizens contributed much to the history of the ginning industry. Britton begins the story of
cotton in the dim haze of prehistory. and quickly leads the reader to colonial
America. There we see America's infant cotton and textile industries contrasted
to the powerful British textile industry. The stage is set for the introduction of Eli
Whitney and the cotton gin.
American school children still learn at one time or another that Whitney invented the cotton gin in 1793. The author fleshes out the history and times of the
invention, however, with much more detail. The reader learns of other players in
the drama of the early development of the gin; their successes, frustrations, and
failures are brought to life, as well as the impact of the invention itself. From that
point, the author moves to the Brazos River in 1822, where, for the remainder of
the story, Texas is used as the backdrop for the development of the ginning industry.
Equipment development, available markets, the cultural background and
personalities of the people involved, and larger forces, such as the Civil War and
Reconstruction, all played their part in the early formation of the Texas industry. ,.
As the story moves into the twentieth cen.tury, Britton begins to weave old memories and stories from interviews of old timers into the fabric of the tale. This
approach adds interest to a story that could otherwise have been somewhat flat
and lifeless.
Bale o' Cotton ends with a rather detailed description of modern ginning
equipment, its operation, and its makers. For the uninitiated reader, this might be
the most confusing part of the ginning story. For the purist, there are small errors
in details and nuance that would probably not be apparent to anyone else. Overall, Karen Britton has done a commendable and as complete a job of telling the
story of cotton ginning as has been done so far. Obviously, a great deal of effort
was spent in researching and documenting the subject. Keeping in mind that events
in the Southeast, Midsouth, and western parts of the cotton belt paralleled, complemented, and influenced the events recorded for Texas, I would recommend this
book to anyone with a passing interest; as well as to the more serious student of
the practice and art of cotton ginning.

Ed Hughs
Southwestern Cotton
Ginning Research Laboratory
Mesilla Park, New Mexico
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Historical Atlas of Colorado. By Thomas J. Noel, Paul F. Mahoney, and Richard E. Stevens. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994. xxviii +
164 pp. Maps, bibliography, index. $29.95.)

The human history of Colorado is intimately linked to the unusual topography of the state. The authors of this concise reference work competently demonstrate the relationship between the state's diverse inhabitants and its demanding
landscape from prehistoric times to the present. Noel, Mahoney, and Stevens utilize maps and tables to illustrate the history, geography, resources, and demography
of Colorado.
The book is divided into seven chapters. The first two chapters deal with the
geography, climate, and boundaries of the state. The following five chapters discuss agriculture, mining, transportation, settlement, recreation, and historic resources. The authors provide informative maps and concise and colorful
descriptions of major events and trends in Colorado history. One of the greatest
strengths of the book is the authors' consistent efforts to demonstrate the
multicultural character of Colorado history, addressing most of the various cultural groups who have contributed to the history of the state. The Anasazi and
other prehistoric tribes are discussed, along with maps and descriptions of the
changing land base of Colorado's other Native American tribes through the twentieth century. The activities and routes of Spanish, French, and U.S. explorers are
skillfully illustrated, and Colorado's Hispanics are treated briefly, but adequately,
in sections on Spanish Land Grants, and agricultural ghost towns.
The primary focus of the book is on the economic development of the state
in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Sections covering the extractive
industries, and recreational and historic resources make up about half of the book.
The history of mining in Colorado is meticulously represented in a series of effective maps. The various facets of recreation in the state are also well represented. Students, researchers, and tourists alike will find the maps and descriptions
of Colorado's National Forests, National Parks, ski areas, historic districts, and
historic sites particularly useful. The section on wilderness areas in Colorado,
however, mistakenly indicates that Trapper's Lake was made a part of the Flat
Tops Wilderness Area and misses the irony of Forest Service politics that denied
admission to the birthplace of the wilderness idea. Otherwise, this is an engagingly written, attractively illustrated resource for anyone interested in the history
of the centennial state.
Andrew Kirk
University of New Mexico

The Last Water Hole in the West: The Colorado-Big Thompson Project and
the Northern Colorado Water Conservation District. By Daniel Tyler. (Niwot:
University Press of Colorado, 1992. xv + 613 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $39.95.)

For residents of Depression-ravaged northern Colorado, the "last water hole
in the West" was the Colorado River. Convinced that economic recovery and
future growth depended on the importation of water into the South Platte River
basin, northern Coloradoans devised a scheme to bring Colorado River water
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across (or, as the case turned out, under) the Continental Divide to Colorado's.
East Slope. Realization of that scheme, ultimately called the Colorado-Big
Thompson Project, and its subsequent management by the Northern Colorado
Water Conservancy District (NCWCD) are the subjects of this lengthy and detailed
institutional history.
Tyler unfolds the story chronologically. Thc first tcn chaptcrs describe the
battle during the 1930s to authorize the project and the early phases of construction, culminating in 1947 with the first delivery of Colorado Rivcr water through
the Alva B. Adams Tunnel. Chapters ten through fifteen take the reader through
the completion of the project in 1956 and the transfer of management responsibilities from the Burcau ofReclamation to thc NCWCD. The remaining ten chapters describe the NCWCD's response to the challenges of the past four decades,
including urban growth along Colorado's Front Range, increasing demand for
outdoor recreation, and the rise of the environmental movement.
The Last Water Hole in the West is not, as Tyler readily acknowledges, an
environmental history. Readers will learn little about the geography, climate, or
ecology' of the region under discussion, or about the people who lived there and
how they perceived and valued their habitat, or why they came to make the choices
described by Tyler. Eschewing the effort of environmental historians, notably
Donald Worster, to apply greater theoretical rigor to the study of western water,
Tyler instead has chosen simply to record in detail the activities of what he calls
the "water community."
He writes from within the world view of these bureaucrats and boosters,
focusing almost exclusively on those issues relevant to their particular envisioning of how resources should be used. No detail goes un noted, from the endless
squabbles over repayment of the project's construction costs to the retirement of
tl1e NCWCD's seventy-eight-year-old office secretary. While this approach succeeds in illuminating the often arcane intricacies of project financing, water delivery schedules, and other aspects of management, it also gives short shrift to a
great deal else. For example, Tyler devotes only a brief two and one-half pages
to the controversy over construction of the continental divide tunnel under Rocky
Mountain National Park, dismissing the objection of preservationists as "mostly
well-worn emotional themes" (88).
Within the limitations of focus and intent defined by Tyler, The Last Water
Hole in the West is thoroughly researched and on the whole competently written,
although marred in places by too much minutia (do we really need to know how
many F-80 jets flew overhead during the celebration of the project's completion
in 19561) and by a number of annoying factual errors-for example, describing
Horace Albright as the first director of the National Park Service (48).
Susan Rhoades Neel
Montana State University
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Persistent Oligarchs: Elites and Politics in Chihuahua, MeJlico, 1910-1940.
By Mark Wasserman. (Durham, North Carolina: Duke University Press, 1993.
x + 265 pp. Map, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth,
$16.95 paper.)

The survival and adaptation of local elites is the subject of this groundbreaking
study of the Mexican Revolution. Mark Wasserman demonstrates the effect of the
Revolution on Chihuahua's oligarchy, arguing that, while the chaos of the
1910-1920 era altered the fortunes of many, it did not signal the demise of the
state's traditional elite. Instead, much of the Porfirian ruling class persisted, adapting to a post-revolutionary era characterized by power sharing and by the steady
encroachment of the national government in state politics. An excellent introductory discussion of Chihuahua's political economy in the aftermath of the Revolution shows the process by which state and local elites affected a compromise with
the popular classes and the. national regime. Subsequent chapters examine the
central theme of the Revolution's impact on Chihuahua's ruling class and political system. Wasserman's analysis of elite survival and development in the 1920s
and 1930s, is supported by several biographical sketches of old and new oligarchs. The formidable Terrazas-Creel family, the core of Chihuahua's Porfirian
oligarchy, successfully employed a variety of strategies (including the sale of land
to foreign investors, and the formation of elite groups and corporations) to preserve its economic empire. Traditional elites also formed partnerships with a new
.elite, representing Chihuahua's entrepreneurial and opportunistic middle sectors.
Yet while revolution altered the profile of the Chihuahuan elite, it did not change
the methods of elite control: fraud, corruption, and the use of public office for
personal gain persisted. Concluding chapters explore how older political forms
and elite competition proved formidable obstacles to the task of post-revolutionary
experience with that of other Mexican states, and by drawing a brief comparison
with elite survival in the French Revolution. In assessing the meaning of the
Mexican Revolution, Wasserman concedes a central role to the popular classes
and notes that, while Chihuahua's political economy remained ~uch the same, a
significant shift of power from region to center ocurred as the state's popular
classes cast their lot with the national regime. Persistent Oligarchs is an impressive and original study of continuity and change; a study that reveals the 'significance of the Mexican Revolution, while charting a course for future scholars.
Suzanne B. Pasztor
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse

Black San Francisco: The Struggle for Racial Equality in the West,
1900-1954. By Albert S. Broussard. (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas,
1993. x + 323 pp. Map, tables, notes, index. $35.00.)

Most books about American urban blacks have focused on northeastern,
midwestern, and southern cities. In 1990, however, Douglas Henry Daniels broke
new ground with a sprightly anecdotal social and cultural history of San Francisco blacks prior to 1940. Albert S. Broussard's revised Ph.D. dissertation is a
broader, more descriptive, chronological narrative that concentrates on the years
between 1900 and 1954.
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Although Broussard provides an abundance of valuable details about black
demographics, organizations, and leaders, his book lacks analytical power and
produces few surprises. His thematic framework rests on the unsupported claim
that white San Franciscans and· others viewed the city as some sort of egalitarian
haven. Even if that were true, Daniels, among others, has already demonstrated
the obvious-even in the absence of segregation laws, blacks experienced discrimination. The more significant questions are why and to what degree? Too
often Broussard ascribes examples of inequality prior to 1940 to white racism,
another given, when other reasons, most notably the small size of the black population, might have been at least as important. Between 1900 and 1940 the number
of blacks in San Francisco grew from 1,654 to only 4,806; indeed, as late as 1930,
Oakland's seemingly more important and interesting black community was almost twice as large. San Francisco blacks had no political clout or economic
leverage and thus despite considerable protest activity could do little to address
the ongoing problems of job discrimination, substandard housing, and occasional
social discrimination. Nevertheless, their situation was in most respects better
than that of their counterparts in cities elsewhere.
Broussard devotes roughly half the book to these pre-1940 years, reflecting
his view that World War n constituted a watershed in the history of blacks in San
Francisco. The war provided the city with the industrial jobs it had been long
missing, and stimulated a migration of blacks, primarily from Texas, Louisiana,
and Oklahoma, which helped increase the black population to 32,001 in 1945 and
43,460 in 1950 (when Oakland had 47,562). Blacks enjoyed new opportunities in
defense jobs, particularly in the shipyards, and new avenues into the professions, ..
but, not surprisingly, there was an increase in residential segregation and substandard housing, and discrimination in employment persisted. Every chapter,
plus a brief epilogue which brings the story up to the mid 1960s, ends with the
conclusion that when it came to political, economic, or social matters, there was
progress, but still no "equality."
World War n thus affected the situation for blacks in San Francisco in much
the same way World War I had affected northeastern and midwestern urban blacks
a generation or so earlier. Broussard, however, is unable to deal decisively with
the meariing of his fruitful research. His "on the one hand, on the other hand,"
approach to his data reflects an inability to assess the relative importance of change
and continuity. And despite a checklist exami'nation of various subjects, the book
delivers less than promised when comparing San Francisco to other cities. Finally, the author was poorly served by his publisher-the book is marred by too
many examples of careless errors, awkward writing, and poor organization.
Howard N. Rabinowitz
University of New Mexico
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North American Cattle-Ranching Frontiers: Origins, Diffusion, and Differentiation. By Terry G. Jordan. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1993. xi + 439 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index.
$35.00 cloth, $17.95 paper.)

Jordan's book accomplishes two important tasks. One is to follow the varied
styles of handling cattle from the Iberian, British, and African roots across the
great open ranges of Mexico and America. Jordan traces the growth of three styles
in this complex process-the Texan, the Californian, and the Midwestern. His
second accomplishment is to argue that the character of Western ranching generally developed along the lines of the Midwestern style, rather than the Californian
or Texan.
Of these two accomplishments, the first is the more certain and perhaps the
more important, the second the more thought provoking and ultimately the less
satisfying. Undoubtedly, loyal proponents of the Texan cattle culture will challenge Jordan's thesis that the Midwestern methods were "triumphant" in the battle
of the styles. And the question of which style won the "victory" may even be
misleading, for it partially conceals what is most important-that the diverse process itself was based upon many chance combinations of cultural and environmental forces. Jordan asserts this fact in his conclusion, writing that "the cattle
frontier was decidedly pluralistic in character, drawing upon diverse antecedents,
residing among contrasting New World cultures, entailing different local adaptations to an array of American physical settings" (308).
No book can do everything. Nonetheless, I would like to see more discussion of the markets and of the sources of cattle financing. Where were all these
thousands upon thousands of cattle sold? To whom? How were they marketed?
Where did the money come from? Who were the lending parties? Did the "cultures" of the market place and the financial institutions-and even of the new
technologies for transportation and communication-have as much influence on
the styles of handling cattle as did the cowpeople and the forests and ranges they
grazed?
It seems unfair to ask these questions here, for this big book represents a
vast research into its subject and answers a myraid of important questions. It will
last as a very useful gift to all students of cattle ranching in America. .
David Remley
Silver City, New Mexico

Schoolwomen of the Prairies and Plains: Personal Narratives from Iowa,
Kansas, and Nebraska, 1860s-1920s. By Mary Hurlbut Cordier. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992. xi + 365 pp. Illustrations, tables,
notes, bibliography, index. $32.50.)

"The ability to instill in others the joy of discovering things for themselves
was the very soul of teaching," according to Mary Hurlbut Cordier in Schoolwomen
of the Prairies and Plains: Personal Narratives from Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska, 1860s-1920s, offers a timeless insight for educators both past and present.
This book constitutes an invaluable contribution to the growing body of knowledge which falls under the category "women's history."
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A well-researched book, Schoolwomen of the Prairies and Plains contains
two very different sections. Part One represents the history of education of both
teachers and students in Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska. It gives some valuable
suggestions as to what caused this particular region to have an above-average
literacy rate in comparison to other parts of the country between 1870 to 1900.
This section contains almost excessive detail and statistical information, which
tends to make it read like a textbook.
Part Two describes the lives of five actual "schoolma'ams," or schoolwomen,
as the author respectfully refers to them. Mary Hurlbut Cordier includes two shortterm teachers, one unmarried long-term educator, and two well educated longterm professionals who were community leaders. The letters, diary excerpts, and
stories from family members combine to make the second half an engrossing,
first-hand account of the birth of public education in America's heartland.
The author is successful in bringing to life with words, as well as photographs, the five women whose stories she relates. Many of the thoughts, feelings,
and frustrations these women experienced could be transferred to the educators
in the present. As I read the accounts which portrayed the lives of these women,
who gave so much to further the education of the young people in their time, I
felt .that each of them understood "the very soul of teaching."
This is a well-written, conscientiously researched, and absorbing book. It is
also an important, comprehensive collection of information and interpretation
regarding women's history in the Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska area from the 1860s
to the 1920s.
Melissa Retz
Portales, New Mexico

Glory, Glory, Glorieta: The Gettysburg of the West. By Robert Scott. (Boulder, Colorado: Johnson Books, 1992. ix + 246 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts,
bibliography, index. $21.95.)

This present volume provides a journalistic interpretation of the New Mexico
Campaign Jlsing the diary of a Colorado soldier and a thin volume on the Colorado Volunteers as primary sources. From these and a scant few other, mostly
Union sources, author Robert Scott succeeds in developing a fanciful narrative
that astutely avoids any resemblence to established scholarly works on the topic.
It is this failing on the part of the author that reduces the value of this work to
relative meaninglessness.
Replete with errors of fact, literary creativity without factual basis, and
ministerpretation of recognized 'documents, Glory, Glory, Glorieta fails as history. Author Scott states, for example that the Mesilla Valley is in southeastern
New Mexico, (64) and the map (78) shows the Rio Grande springing up between
Santa Fe and Albuquerque. He states that Union Colonels Edward Canby and Kit
Carson, accompanied by regular United States Infantry, "escaped out the rear exit
of Ft. Craig" in fleeing the Confederate advance after the battle of Val Verde
(l00). He also claims that Texans under General Sibley looted and burned Socorro,
Albuquerque, Santa Fe, and Cubero (101-03). In reality the plumes of smoke in
Albuquerque and Santa Fe came from supplies torched by retreating Union forces,
and there is no evidence of any burning of the other towns. Scott claims that after
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Glorieta, Canby, with the troops from Ft. Craig, marched from Pecos back to
Craig-some 200 miles-in four or five days (190). The truth is that Canby was
not at Glorieta at all (nor was Sibley, contrary to Scott's assertion), but was at
Craig until after the· Glorieta fight. He then moved his column cautiously up the
east side of the Manzano Mountains, then through Carnuel Pass to invade Albu- .
querque.
One of Scott's more creative historical errors is his claim that Sibley tried to
send a telegram from Santa Fe to San Antonio after the Battle of Glorieta, but the
telegrapher, a Union man, tore the message up after Sibley left the office (191).
Santa Fe did not get telegraph service until years after the war!
Scott misuses his scanty bibliography sorely. He quotes from Whitford's
Colorado Volunteers in t~e Civil War, (52 and 122), and from the Official Record
(146-47), but the passages he quotes do not exist in either volume. He alters
Trevanion Teel's essay in Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, using quotations
but not crediting the passage (35), and misquotes Sibley's letter to Loring from
the Official Record to reverse Sibley's original meaning (116).
There is a need for a scholary work on this episode in New Mexico's history-one based on archived documents in New Mexico, Texas, Colorado, and
Washington. Unfortunately, this book falls far short of that need. Instead, it dishonors those who served both causes, and distorts the true narrative of Sibley's
New Mexico Campaign. Worse yet, it is just this immoral treatment of an historic
event that appeals to Hollywood. All of this could have been avoided had the
editor exercised his responsibility and asked a historian to evaluate this effort
while in the manuscript stage.
Wess Rodgers
Albuquerque. New Mexico

Turning on Water with a Shovel: The Career of Elwood Mead. By James R.
Kluger. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992. xvii + 218 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)

Given the scholarly and popular fascination in recent years with western
water, it was but a matter of time before a biographer of the resource's first "czar,"
Elwood Mead, would attempt to explain the meaning of his full life in the context
of regional water development. Whether as the nation's first college professor of
irrigation engineering, the first state engineer of Wyoming, the first prominent
international consultant on the use of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (1923-1936),
Mead's endeavors, in the words of James R. Kluger, "intersected with the rise of
irrigation in the West" (xvii).
What is unfortunate for Kluger, an instructor of history at Pima Community
College in Tucson, as well as for readers of this book, is his apologetic style for
Mead and his failure to incorporate the new literature that has fired the imagination (if not the dialogue) about the western environment and its most precious
resource. Kluger began this .study in the late 1960s, long before the "new western
history" asked questions about the efficacy of technological intervention into the
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western landscape. By not analyzing the historiography of Mead, his works, or
his agency (the Bureau of Reclamation), Kluger leaves unanswered Donald
Worster's question from Rivers of Empire: Water, Aridity, and the Growth of the
American West (1985): How, in the remaking of nature, do we remake ourselves?
Worster and others would also question Kluger's reliance upon the imperatives of biography: hewing to the timeline; the acceptance of the subject's explanations for his or her own actions; a lack of comparison of the subject and his or
her contemporaries and predecessors; and the belief that the story ends when the
protagonist leaves the stage. In Mead's case, he stands as a symbol for the ambitions and shortcomings of water managers throughout the twentieth century, and
Kluger's failure to project Mead's life beyond 1936 does the student of the West
and its resources little good.. Mead also did not operate in a vacuum, nor is everything he accomplished (for good or ill) attributable only to his genius or stubbornness.
The foreword to this book, written by Donald Pisani, noted that "this is a
biography long overdue" (xii). This reviewer agrees, but with the caveat that
much has changed in the scholarship of the West since the author first searched
the archives at home and abroad for the story of Elwood Mead. Whatever one
thinks of the "new western history," one must countenance its logic and thesis.
Otherwise, Elwood Mead becomes merely one of the many "instrumentalists"
chided by Worster for ignoring what Roderick Nash called the "rights of nature"
in the pursuit of conquest and dominion of the modern American West.
Michael Welsh
University of Northern Colorado

Journal of Texas Catholic
History and Culture
The journal of the Texas Catholic Historical Society, the
Journal of Texas Catholic History and Culture is
devoted to publishing high-quality research and writing
on the Catholic experience in Texas and the Southwest,
particularly as expressed through art, architecture,
music, literature, and related spheres of cultural· study
within a historical context. Issues contain three to five
essays, book reviews, announcements of conferences,
meetings, and awards, and notes on society members.
The Journal of Texas Catholic History and Culture is
published annually and sent to all members of the Texas
Catholic Historical Society. Regular annual membership
dues in the society are $10. Single issues of the journal
may be obtained for $6.00. Libraries and institutions
may subscribe to the journal for $15 annually.
Submissions should be addressed to·

Patrick Foley, Editor
Journal of Texas Catholic History anti Culture
1113 Idlewood
Azle, Texas 76020
For membership information write

Texas Catholic Historical Society
3001 Congress Avenue
Austin, Texas 78704

§pecial Book Note

The De Solo Chronicles: The Expedi lion ofHernando De Soto to North
America in 1539-1543. Edited by Lawrence A. Clayton, Vernon James
Knight, Jr., Edward Moore. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press,
1993. xxx + 596 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, bibliography, index.
$50.00 per set of two volumes.)
Occasionally a book is published that, although not specifically dealing with New Mexico or the southwestern borderlands, the editors feel
is important enough to call to the attention of the Review ~ readers. The
De So to Chronicles is such a work. Published in two volumes by the
University of Alabama Press, The De Soto Chronicles i's the most complete compilation of expedition narratives, De Soto documents, and significant articles yet assembled.
Because scholars have a tendency to compartmentalize and regionalize history, we in the Southwest are inclined to overlook the importance of Hernando de Soto's entrada into what is today the southeastern United States. His 600-man expedition, however, spent four years
traveling throughout that region, from Florida to Tennessee and from
the Carolinas to Texas, and was the first major European contact with
peoples of the Mississippian culture. The De Soto expedition was at
least as important to the Spanish crown as the entrada of Francisco
Vasquez de Coronado into New Mexico and the Southwest, which occurred at the same time.
Four narratives of the adventures that De Soto and his men experienced in the Southeast are extant. Three, the Elvas, Rangel, and Biedma
relations are by members of the expedition. The fourth, Garcilaso de la
Vega's La Florida, is thought to have been based on interviews with an
officer of De Soto who survived the expedition. All four are included
in this work, three of them in new translations. Unlike Coronado documents, which tend to be terse, matter-of-fact reports, the De Soto
chronicles sweep the reader into the immediacy of the danger, hard-

99

100

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1995

ship, and wonder experienced by the expedition's members. Even the
minor narratives contain a. certain quality of excitement; La Florida is
an undoubted literary masterpiece.
In addition to the four main narratives, The De Soto Chronicles
contains a wealth of other materials, from translated documents concerning De Soto and the expedition, to a biography of the adelantado
written by Paul E. Hoffman, to important excerpts from the Final Report ofthe United States De Soto Commission, first published in 1939.
Also included is a valuable bibliography of De Soto studies. Nowhere
has the recent multi-disciplinary approach of borderlands studies been
better exemplified than in this fine set. A bargain at $50.00, The De
Soto Chronicles should be considered by every serious student of early
American history.

Book Notes

1001 Colorado Place Names. By Maxine Benson. (Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 1994. xvii + 237 pp. Illustrations, map. $25.00
cloth, $11.95 paper.)
Other Destinies: Understanding theAmerican Indian Novel. By Louis
Owens. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994. x + 291 pp.
Notes, bibliography, index. $i2.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1992 edition.
Fair Laughs the Morn. By Genevieve Gray. (Santa Fe, New Mexico:
Sunstone Pres, 1994. 255 pp. $14.95 paper.) A historical romance of
the Anza Expedition to California, 1775-1776.
Fo//owing the Guidon. By Elizabeth B. Custer. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1994. xxxii + 344 pp. Illustrations, notes, appendix.
$12.95 paper.) Reprint ofthe 1890 edition.
Treasure of the Sangre de Cristos: Tales and Traditions of the Spanish Southwest. By Arthur L. Campa. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994. xv + 223 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography,
index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1963 edition.
I am Looking to the North for My Life: Sitting Bu//, 1876-1881. By
Joseph Manzione. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1994. x +
172 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.)
Reprint ofthe 1991 edition.
Life and Labor in Ancient Mexico: The Brief and Summary Relation of
the Lords ofNew Spain. By Alonso de Zorita. (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1994. xviii + 328 pp. Illustrations, map, appendix,
notes, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1963 edition.
101

102

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1995

Themes in Southwest Prehistory. Edited by George J. Gumerman.
(Santa Fe, New Mexico: School of American Research, 1994. xiv + 330
pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $22.50
paper.)
A-

Discovered Country: Tourism and Survival in the American West.
Edited by Scott Norris. (Albuquerque, New Mexico: Stone Ladder Press,
1994. ix + 249 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography. $17.95 paper.)
There Was a River. By Bruce Berger. (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1994. x + 198 pp. $40.00 cloth, $16.95 paper.)
The June Rise: The Apocryphal Letters of Joseph Antoine Jones. By
William Trembly. (Logan: Utah State University Press, 1994. x + 233
pp. $19.95 paper.)
,
Boil My Heart for Me. By H. Baxter Liebler. (Salt Lake City: UniversityofUtah Press, 1994. xvii + 206 pp. Illustrations. $14.95 paper.)
Reprint of the 1969 edition.
Apache, Navaho, and Spaniard. By Jack D. Forbes. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994. xxiv + 304 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1960 edition.
The Spanish Frontier in North America. By David J. Weber. (New
Haven, Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1992. xx + 579 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, $16.00 paper.)
Santa Fe & Taos: The Writer's Era, 1916-1941. By Marta Weigle and
Kyle Fiore. (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Ancient City Press, 1994. x + 229
pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.)
Returning the Gift: Poetry and Prose from the First North American
Native Writers' Festival. Edited by Joseph Bruchac. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1994. xxix + 369 pp. Notes. $45.00 cloth, $19.95
paper.)
The Comanchero Frontier: A History of the New Mexican-Plains Indian Relations. By Charles L. Kenner. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994. xiii + 250 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1969 edition.
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The History of the Indies of New Spain. By Fray Diego Duran.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994. xxxvi + 642 pp. Illustrations, map, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95.) A definitive new translation of Duran's classic chronicle.
Mexican Manuscript Painting of the Early Colonial Period: the Metropolitan Schools. By Donald Robertson. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994. xxii + 234 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $29.50 paper.) Reprint of the 1959 edition.
Treasure Trails of the Southwest. By Marc Simmons. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1994. xiii + 163 pp. Illustrations, maps,
appendixes, bibliography. $25.00 cloth, $13.95 paper.)
Spanish Riddles & Colcha DeSigns. Compiled by Reynalda Ortiz y Pino
de Dinkel and Dora Gonzales de Martinez and other members of La
Sociedad Folklorica. (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Sunstone Press, 1994. 128
pp. Illustrations. $10.95 paper.)
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News Notes
For subscribers who have not received their July 1994 issue of the
New Mexico Historical Review please contact our office at 1013 Mesa
Vista Hall, The University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico
87131-1186. We apologize for any inconvenience this mailing system
breakdown may have caused our readership and have taken measures
to assure that it does not reoccur.
The Amon Carter Museum will present the national traveling exhibition American Impressionism and Realism: The Painting of Modern
Life, 1885-1915 in The Denver Art Museum December 3, 1994 through
February, 1995 and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art March 12,
1995 through May 14, 1995. Exploring two important turn-of-the-century movements in American art, the exhibition features works by leading impressionist and realist painters, including John Singer Sargent,
Mary Cassatt, William Merritt Chase, Childe Hassam, Robert Henri, John
Sloan, William Glackens, and George Bellows. The exhibition was organized by The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, and the Amon
Carter Museum, Fort Worth and made possible by Alamo Rent A Car,
Inc.
A Call For Papers. The Los Alamos Historical Society, the University of New Mexico History Department and the University of New
Mexico/Los Alamos are cosponsoring an historical conference on The
End of the Second World War and its Aftermath. The conference will
be held in Los Alamos, New Mexico, August 13, 14, 15, and 16, 1995 at
the University of New Mexico/Los Alamos Campus. Send papers by
January 15, 1995 to Dr. M.B. Chambers, Los Alamos Historical Society, P.O. Box 43, Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544. For telephone inquires phone Los Alamos Historical Society weekdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at (505) 662-6272.
The Departme~t of History at the University of Texas, Arlington,
announces the 1995 Webb-Smith Essay Competition, a $500 award for
the best research essay of 10,000 words or less on the topic" Africa and
the African Di.aspora.'~ The winning essay will be included in Volume
Thirty of the W(ilter Prescott Webb Memorial Lectures Series published
by Texas A&M University Press. Manuscripts must be submitted by
February 1, 1995. For submission forms and additional information
write: The Walter Prescott Webb Memorial Lectures Committee, Department of History, Box 19529, University of Texas at Arlington, Arlington, Texas 760.19-0529.
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Buffalo Bill Historical Center invites experts on Plains Indian art
and culture to submit proposals for presentation to the Center's annual
Plains Indian Seminar From September 29, to October 1, 1995. The
conference theme will be Art ofthe Plains-,-Voices ofthe Present. Presentations will focus on the contemporary art ofthe Plains Indian people,
including its evolution and place within the contexts of cultures, economies, and current issues. Experts from tribal communities, historians,
art historians' and critics, anthropologists, artists and other interested
persons are invited to submit a 450-word proposal or completed paper
along with an abbreviated resume by April 10, 1995. Presenters need
not be renowned scholars-practical or lay experts are also welcome to
present papers. Proposals for papers or question can be addressed to
Lillian Turner, Public Programs Coordinator, Buffalo Bill Historical
Center, P.O. Box 1000, Cody, Wyoming, 82414. Calls can be directed
to Turner at (307) 587-4771, ext. 248.
The Denver Public Library invites submissions for the 1995 Caroline
Bancroft History Prize. Deadline is March 3,1, 1995; and the winning
entry receives a $1000 stipend. An entry must be a published book,
copyrighted in 1994, and a minimum of 100 pages in length, written in
English or Translated into English. The book must deal with the area of
the trans-Mississippi West from prehistoric times to the present. Three
copies of the book with a cover letter should be submitted to: Eleanor
M. Gehres, Manager Western History Department, Denver Public Library, 1357 Broadway, Denver Colorado 80203-2165. Phone inquiries
can be made to (303) 640-8882.
The Nitastewart Haley Memorial Library will hold a reception in
recognition of the recently donated Dan Thrapp Papers. The reception
will be held on the evening of March 25, 1995. For further information
on this event please contact the library by phone at (915) 682-5785 or
write them at 1805 West Indiana Avenue, Midland Texas, 79701.
The New Mexico Historical Review wishes to acknowledge Richard Etulain and his assistants at the Center for the American West in
recognition of the publication of The American West in the Twentieth
Century: A Bibliography. This work comprises the essential reference
tool for all scholars, students, and general readers interested in the his-.
tory of the American West. Published by the University of Oklahoma
Press, the book is available for $60 through bookstores or by contacting
the press at (405) 325-5111.
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1994 Historical Society Awards

The Society's Board Award for 1994 was presented to Mary and J.
Paul Taylor. They have supported the cause of history and historic preservation in many ways. Mary is a recognized authority on the history of
the Mesilla Valley, and in the past several years, she has played a key
role in the Durango Microfilming Project, which has been undertaken
.by the Rio Grande Historical Collections at New Mexico State University. Paul has served on the boards of such organizations as the Rio
Grande Historical Collections, the Dofia Ana County Historical Society, and the Museum of New Mexico. As a state representative, Paul
has worked tirelessly to support legislation that has helped to preserve
New Mexico's heritage.
\
The Gaspar Perez de Villagra Award for outstanding publication by
an individual was presented to David Remley for his book Bell Ranch:
Cattle Ranching in the Southwest, 1824-1947, published by the University of New Mexico Press. Beginning with a Mexican land grant in
1824, the ranch grew to encompass three-quarters of a million acres in
northeastern New Mexico. The Awards Committee considered this to
be a model of historical research. Besides carefully studying the ninety
linear feet of documents in the Red River Valley Collection (Bell Ranch
records) at the University of New Mexico, Dr. Remley visited research
institutions across the country, including the Bancroft, Beinecke, Haley,
Huntington, and Panhandle-Plains libraries.
The Ralph Emerson Twitchell Award for significantcontribution to
the field of history in the areas of fine arts and allied professions was
presented to John O. West for his book Jose Cisneros: An Artist:SO Journey, published by Texas Western Press. Professor West has provided a
fascinating portrait of one of the great artists of the Southwest. The book
is profusely illustrated with Cisn.eros's famous line drawings.
1995 Annual Conference

. The Historical Society of New Mexico and the Arizona Historical
Society will ho Id a joint annual conference in Tucson, Arizona, on 1316 April 1995. The conference will be held on Easter weekend, which
will give attendees an opportunity to experience some of the unique
Easter activities in the Tucson area. The conference headquarters will
be at the Ramada Downtown. The hotel will holda block of rooms until
March 30 at a special convention rate of $49, single or double occu-
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pancy. For further information, write to the Historical Society of New
Mexico, P.O. Box 1912, Santa Fe, N.M. 87504, or telephone Robert
Torrez at 827-7332 or Thomas Chavez at 827-6473 in Santa Fe. The tentative program for the conference is as follows:
Thursday evening, April 13: Westerners Banquet
Friday, April 14: Papers will be presented during morning and afternoon sessions. An evening reception will be held at the Arizona Historical Society Museum. A film will be shown of the Yaqui Easter ceremonies, which combine Hispanic and Native American religious
traditions. After the reception, attendees are welcome to car pool to the
public ceremonies being held at Old and New Pascua pueblos.
Saturday, April' 15: Papers will be presented during the morning.
After lunch, buses will 'take attendees to San Xavier mission, where
Bernard Fontana and conservators will describe the conservation work
being done on the 18th-century church. From San Xavier, buses will go
to Tumacacori National Monument for a tour of the mission and grounds.
The final stop of the tour will be at Tubac, where people can shop and
explore the presidio site. For those wishing to stay in Tucson for the
afternoon, there will be a walking tour of the historic district. In the
evening, there will be a book auction, followed by the awards banquet.
Sunday, April 16: Buses will be available to take people to the ruins
of Guevavi and Calabasas missions, where Father Charles Polzer will
conduct an Easter service. The return trip will include a stopover in
Patagonia and a guided tour of the San Rafael Valley.
Historical Society of New Mexico Award Nominations for 1995

Nominations are now being accepted for the Society's awards, which
will be presented at the annual conference in Tucson in April 1995. The
awards recognize outstanding achievement in these categori.es:

*The Gaspar Perez de Vi//agra Award for outstanding publication
by an individual or individuals (articles, monographs, books).
*The Paul A.F. Walter Award for service to the Society or its affiliates.
*The Edgar Lee Hewett Award for service to the public.
*The Dorothy Woodward Award for excellence in teaching.

\
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*The Lansing B. Bloom Award for outstanding publication or series
of publications by a society or institution (books, monographs, newsletters, brochures, guides, etc.)
*The Ralph Emerson Twitchell Award for significant contribution
to the field of history by individuals, organizations, or institutions in
the areas of fine arts, allied professions, unorthodox but significant articles or books, exhibits, demonstrations, series of events, etc.
*The Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez for historic surveys and
research.
Nominations for awards should be submitted by 1 February 1995,
with supporting data showing why the nominee should be recognized.
The awards jury must make a decision based on the supporting data
provided. If a book or article is being nominated for an award, copies
should be sent to each member of the awards committee. Address nominations or requests for further information to John Grassham, Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Mountain Road NW, Albuquerque, NM 87104
(phone 505-243-7255).

